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Abstract
The MODERN Tool Kit project (www.modern.pm) aims to enhance digital integration in
learning teaching and training for adult learners in VET and HE, with the end goal of
contributing directly to the professional development of VET teachers and trainers, as well as
HE teaching staff. This work summarises the first outcome of the project, which involved
researching, identifying, categorising and comparison of over 80 mobile, online and digital
resources suitable to be used in a teaching/learning environment. Firstly, a thorough audit and
brief assessment was conducted of the existing range of digital resources for learning,
including websites, software programmes, apps and all other web 2.0 style resources, available
in many different languages. Then these resources were categorised and assessed for their
applicability to a teaching/learning environment, for example; tools for learning, tools for
collaboration, tools for assessment. Finally, we came up with a list of the 20 most promising
resources for a more thorough pedagogic assessment, which is available to download at
www.modern.pm .
To the best of our knowledge, this is the first time that a European-wide audit of this nature
has been undertaken.
Keywords: e-learning tools, VET, HE.

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only
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Part 1:
Audit Report
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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Motivation

The time most adults spend online is rising exponentially and phones/tablets are overtaking
computers as our main means of access to the Internet. In fact, the number of all adults
accessing Internet “on the go” is 53%, having doubled in only three years. Yet our
Vocational Education and Training (VET) and Higher Education (HE) institutions
continue to focus on computer-accessed learning, often ignoring the vast opportunities for
interactive, student-led learning inside and outside via the powerful mobile phones that
students already own. For these reasons, we believe that to improve the quality of
learning, in terms of enabling learners to acquire new knowledge and skills, and preparing
them for the demands of the real life employment market, requires our VET and HE
systems to use mobile and interactive digital resources much more effectively.
Nevertheless, e-learning on any platform is not a panacea and teachers, trainers and
lecturers play a vital role in framing, guiding and evaluating the learning process. Recent
research in the EU’s Open Education project shows that 70% of VET and HE teachers
recognize the importance of digital-supported teaching and learning, but 6 out of 10 have
not received any training on how to use ICT in the classroom. As a result, only 1 in 5
students is taught by digitally confident and supportive teachers.
The MODERN Tool Kit project arose as a way to enhance digital integration in learning
teaching and training for adult learners in VET and HE, with the aim to contribute directly
to the professional development of VET teachers and trainers, as well as HE teaching
staff. Specific goals of the project were to research, develop, publish and promote training
materials for VET and HE teaching staff, which will:
i) Reveal how to create robust pedagogic strategies and boost learning outcomes through
the use of interactive digital technologies, especially those that are student-led and
available on mobile/tablets
ii) Showcase the top 20 digital interactive learning resources and provide practical tips and
guides on how to use them
iii) Increase the skills and confidence of teachers to begin implementing the resources in
their daily teaching.
1.1.1

Rationale

Web 2.0, cloud computing and the rapid adoption of Internet-enabled phone and tablets
have revolutionised the way we live and work. Yet European policy makers are concerned
that technology, especially interactive and mobile learning technology, is not being
capitalized on in education. In the words of JC Juncker, President of the European
Commission, “Our priority has to be to find new sources of growth and jobs (…) The
transformative role of digital technologies can be used to this end. (…) Europe's path to
growth is paved with tablets and smartphones.”[2]
It would appear that many digital and mobile resources are ideally suited for use in higher
and vocational education since they:

- Have been proven to generate a significant increase in adult learner engagement,
information retention, specialist and transversal competences.
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- Are well suited to “hard to reach ” learners, with time or geographic limitations
- Require no large investments in hardware (most European adults now own at least one
device; 73% of aged 16+ in the UK use the internet daily and 94% of 16-24 year olds do
so via their mobile/tablet. [1]
Nevertheless, there are significant barriers to the full exploitation of mobile and digital
resources in adult education. On one hand, there has been such a rapid proliferation of
cloud-based educational tools, platforms and learning environments that quality is
extremely varied. The UK's Innovation Agency NESTA's Decoding Learning (2012)
report [4] notes that the field “is characterised by weak or undeveloped pedagogy” and
by tools which “put technology above teaching and excitement above evidence.”
Secondly, the attitudes and abilities of VET and HEI teacher and lecturers are often an
obstacle. They are often mature practitioners and a large proportion lack the ICT skills
required to access digital interactive resources and/or to envisage how to include such
technology into their traditional teaching strategies. According to Lieve Van den
Brande, DG for Education and Culture, there is a psychological aspect: teachers do not
embrace technology because they “lack confidence and feel that they are
underperforming. They feel their students are more able than they are.”[5]
Still, we believe the digital learning sector has matured and that many excellent options
ARE available both for computer and phone/tablet usage. Therefore, if we are serious
about integrating technology into education, we need VET and HEI teachers to filter out
the gimmicks and implement only the best pedagogical tools.
For these reasons, the objective of the MODERN Toolkit is to increase the ability and
motivation of teachers and trainers to use digital learning resources as a means to more
effective, relevant teaching, thereby causing a positive impact in their students (learning
outcomes and engagement) and in the sector as a whole (ability to provide relevant
training, keep pace with the technological changes taking place around them.) It will
focus primarily on VET teachers and trainers, but HEI teaching staff are also considered
a key target group given the high relevance of the materials developed.
In order to achieve this objective, we will:
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a) Carry out an Audit of Digital and Interactive learning resources to present and
categorise the range of resources currently available and analyse the pedagogic
strengths and weaknesses of the 20 most promising resources.
b) Create, publish and promote the MODERN Tool kit providing practical guidance and
tools for educators wishing to incorporate digital e-learning resources with highest
potential into their daily teaching strategies, featuring the 20 best.
c) Develop a short e-learning course to motivate/guide educators to pursue more
innovative pedagogic strategies using mobile and digital e-learning resources.
Uniquely, each module of the course will be taught using a different platform, thus
integrating learning outcomes with the delivery mechanism.
d) Test, publish and strongly promote the course, to facilitate its mainstreaming as a
part of professional training in VET and HE institutions.
We believe by joining forces transnationally on this project will be able to leverage a
much greater understanding of the needs and solutions for VET & HEI staff than could
be achieved on our own, thus producing a much more relevant, high quality, sustainable
learning resource.
In the same way, by coordinating our marketing and multiplier events, and producing
our materials in English, Spanish and Polish and engaging in strong dissemination, we
feel we will be able to impact the EU-wide agenda in a much more significant way,
raising awareness of the need to embrace the concept of “think mobile first” in all
aspects of teaching and learning
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2 THE MODERN INNOVATIONS
Until now, comparative studies of digital and interactive learning resources have been
superficial and technology driven rather than pedagogy driven. We believe there is a
gap in the market for a “one-stop”, serious, academically-validated guidance for
integrating digital learning resources into new pedagogical strategies.
At a glance, the internet provides any number of compendia of e-learning resources and
platforms, e.g. [7][8][9] but closer study reveals that these to be eye-catching but
insubstantial lists mostly compiled by journalists, bloggers and for-profit educational
consultants, featuring generic tools such as Twitter, You Tube and Google Docs. In our
experience, rather than being helpful, such content often consolidates the mistrust that
teachers, lecturers and trainers feel towards technology in the classroom.
Further research in the field and online shows that more serious enquiry into the use of
technology for learning outcomes has taken place in regard to primary and secondary
education -perhaps because of greater standardisation in outcomes and assessment at
those levels- but that this has not occurred at VET or HEI level. Instead, many projects
have carried out research regarding the deficiencies of ICT use in VET and HEI, but
they have used this as the basis for creating customised e-learning platforms focused
thematically (e.g. health, engineering) or for outreach to minority student groups
(women, those with disabilities etc.). These projects have generated particular solutions
to particular problems, and while we will no doubt benefit from the significant body of
research and “lessons learned” generated by them, their value is based in incremental
technological innovation for certain sectors. While these niche projects have developed
in corners of the VET and HEI worlds, therefore, mainstream cloud computing, app
development and software has forged ahead on almost revolutionary paths and invaded
every aspect of our lives, except perhaps for the classroom.
In other words, we believe that mainstream digital technology has matured sufficiently
so as to allow us to usefully rate tools that exist today rather than creating new ones, and
focus on embedding these tools in sound pedagogical theory in order to increase the
confidence and skills of teachers’ to use them. This is the first time that such an
approach has been taken at European level and this core innovation is complemented by
a series of additional innovative features of our project:
• The rigorous academic research and comparative analysis will focus on new
pedagogy specifically for adult vocational learners and higher education; this will
reassure both practically-minded VET staff and academically-concerned HEI staff
about the pedagogic validity of the tools and resources produced.
• The search for resources, platforms and environments which are produced and used
in all European languages.
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• Inclusion in the toolkit of the increasingly important field of learning assessment and
validation, for and using mobile and digital interactive learning resources.
• The invitation to engage directly with new technologies as students of a short course
taught on different e-learning platforms. This helps move teachers, lecturers and
trainers from theory into practice, directly increasing their familiarity and confidence
with the learning resources themselves, helping them overcome both practical and
psychological barriers to integration of digital resources.
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3 METHODOLOGY
Based upon our own research and sources [6][7][8][9], we identified more than 80
tools that could be applied in e-learning environments. These tools were split into 10
different categories:
•

Course Creation Tools/E-learning Authoring Tools. Software or online
services that enable users to create courses, simulations, or other educational
experiences. These tools typically support conventional, presentation-like
courses, and may enable screen recording, multimedia, interactivity and nonlinear or adaptive approaches. WordPress, EdPuzzle, TedEd,Adobe Captivate,
Go Conqr, Soft Chalk, Shift Learning, Udemy, UDUTU and Elucidat were
clustered in this category.

•

Course Management Tools/LMS Tools. A learning management system
(LMS) is a software used for delivering, tracking and managing training and
education. For example, an LMS tracks attendance, time on task, and student
progress. Educators can post announcements, grade assignments, check on
course activity, and participate in class discussions. Learners can submit their
work, read and respond to discussion questions. Blackboard Collaborate,
Moddle, SharePoint, Khan Academy, Articulate, Edmodo, Edx, Nimble
Author and Coursera were categorized as Course Management/LMS Tools.

•

Quizzing, polling and testing Tools/Online Assessment Tools. Assessments
are a vital part of determining learner achievement and engagement. Online
assessment is used primarily to measure cognitive abilities, demonstrating
what has been learned after a particular educational event has occurred, such
as the end of an instructional unit or chapter. Online Assessment Tools are
very useful whether you want to have learners turn in homework via an online
form or simply take a quiz or test, online quiz tools are critical to having a
connected classroom. Digital Assess, No More Marking, Kahoot, Quizlet,
Quizdom, Nearpod, Socrative, Ombea, Poll Everywhere, Survey Monkey,
Test Portal and iRuberic were listed as tools of this category.

•

Presentation Software/Animation Tools. Presentation software is used to
display information in the form of a slide show. It has three major functions:
an editor that allows text to be inserted and formatted, a method for inserting
and manipulating graphic images, and a slide-show system to display the
content. Animation tools on the other hand, are great platforms for presenting
your idea, with a huge variety of pre-made themes, props and characters
tailored for making professional presentations. ThingLink, Piktochart, Explain
Everything, Prezi, iSpring, Powtoon, Haiku Deck and Canva are located in
this category.
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•

Video hosting services/Editing Tools. Video hosting services are websites or
software which allow users to distribute their video clips. Web based video
editing sites generally offer the user some form of editing application. Some of
these applications simply allow the user to crop a video into a smaller clip. Other
services have invested much time and effort into replicating the same
functionality that has previously only been available via Windows Movie Maker,
iMovie and other client-side applications that run outside of a web page. Some
of these websites may additionally offer downloadable editors, however this is
not a desktop- but a web-based video editor list. Youtube, Vimeo, VideoScribe,
Exaltive and GoAnimate were identified as Video Hosting Services/Editing
Tools.

•

Webinar/Meeting Tools. Since webinars enable their attendees to interact with
each other, they are similar to personal meetings. These tools allow their users to
participate in a course or project even if they cannot be personally in class. They
also offer the chance to share information as documents, photos or videos.
GoToWebinar, Skype and Adobe Connect were located in this category.

•

Screencasting, Audio and Capture Tools. Screencasting allows users to share
their screens directly from their browser and make the video available online so
that other viewers can stream the video directly. The presenter thus has the
ability to show their ideas and flow of thoughts rather than simply explain them
as simple text content. In combination with audio and video, the educator can
mimic the one-on-one experience of the classroom and deliver clear, complete
instructions. Learners have an ability to pause and rewind, to review at their own
pace, something a classroom cannot always offer. Screencast-O-Matic, iPadio,
Podbean, Ferrite Recording Studio, Snagit, Notability, Audacity, Jing and
Camtasia were clustered in this category.

•

Collaboration and File Sharing Tools. Collaborative software is an application
software designed to help people involved in a common task to achieve their
goals. In more recent years, Cloud collaboration has emerged as a new way of
sharing and co-authoring computer files through the use of cloud computing,
whereby documents are uploaded to a central "cloud" for storage. Dropbox,
Evernote, Onenote, Padlet, Slack, Slide Share, Trello, Yammer and Google Docs
were identified as Collaboration and File Sharing tools.

•

Blogging and Social Network Tools, Group webpages, blogs, wikis, and
Twitter allow learners and educators to post thoughts, ideas, and comments on a
website in an interactive learning environment. Social networking sites are
virtual communities for people interested in a particular subject to communicate
by voice, chat, instant message, video conference, or blogs. Social networking
encourages collaboration and engagement and can be a motivational tool for
self-efficacy amongst learners. Facebook, Blogger, Todays Meet, Wikipedia and
Wykop.pl were listed as Blogging and Social Network tools.
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•

Bookmarking and Curation tools. Bookmarking tools are an emerging
educational technology that has been drawing more of educators' attention over the
last several years. This technology offers knowledge sharing solutions and a social
platform for interactions and discussions. These tools enable users to
collaboratively underline, highlight, and annotate an electronic text, in addition to
providing a mechanism to write additional comments on the margins of the
electronic document. Diigo, Pinterest, Flipboard, Pocket, Polona, Feedly, Scoopit
and Google Scholar were categorized as Bookmarking and Curation tools.

Next, experts in the field helped us to extract an initial list of questions that was
constructively criticized and finally validated by all partners. With those questions we
designed a questionnaire that was circulated to all partners in order to carry out an
evaluation of each tool on the criteria shown in the followings points:
•

Languages available. Although to guarantee the widespread use of a tool it must
be available in English, we nevertheless were aware that to address wide
populations in specific countries, the tool must also cover the national languages in
those countries. Hence, we looked also for tools available in the languages of the
MODERN partners: Spanish, French, and Polish.

•

Usability. Not only evaluates how easily is the tool installed, started up and
learned by users and course developers, but also its “friendliness” and the overall
acceptance of its Graphical User Interface. The key question for this section is
“Can it be installed, learned and used within one hour?” The existence of manuals
and/or video tutorials is also evaluated under this concept, although taking into
account that intuitiveness is a more positive aspect.

•

Accessibility and compatibility. It is essential to address the main mobile
operating systems, iOS, Android as Windows phone, as well as the main browsers,
Firefox, Chrome, Internet Explorer and Safari. Another key point under this
criterion is the possibility of running the app without Internet access,

•

Cost. Openness. The cost of a tool can be an important issue, especially for
students. It must be evaluated whether a free version gives access to full
functionality and whether is ad-free, as sometimes the users will prefer paying a
small fee in exchange of having no publicity. A good option are free tools with a
Premium Version available at extra cost [1].
A further criterion to evaluate under this section is whether the tool is open source;
the existence of a good community of developers is an indicator of success and
interest.

•

Reliability. In our evaluation the reliability of a tool relates to whether the tool
runs smoothly, without crashing of undue delays, which can be very frustrating for
the user.
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•

Security & privacy. An often-underestimated aspect is that of security and privacy. A
user may be reluctant to enter personal data in an application and turn away when
requested to do so. On the other hand, young users may be happy enough to login with
their personal profile, such as Facebook. However, it is desirable that these are not
pre-requisites to download or use the tool.

•

Origin. From a European point of view, the fact that most tools happen to come from
the US should be noticed. On the one hand, this relates to the fact that few tools are
available in more minority languages such as Polish. On the other, it has an impact on
the security and privacy aspect. For instance, in the case of tools that imply storage of
data, such as Evernote, the user must be aware that his/her data may be stored in
places beyond the reach of European laws.
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4 CONCLUSIONS
The MODERN audit has brought to light a number of findings, which are described below.
Languages.
All tools (with few exceptions) are available in English; most (around 75%) are also available
in Spanish and /or French and /or German, but much fewer (less than 10%) are available in
Polish. It must be pointed out, however, that the vast majority of these tools are used for
creating some form of content. This content can be in the form of courses, but also videos,
quizzes, item lists, audio files... that can be in any language their creator is familiar with1.
Hence, with a basic knowledge of English or any of the most popular languages, teachers can
use them, and the students can use the outcome in their native language. The task is also eased
up by the many tutorial videos that have been created by users in many languages and that are
available online
Usability
Most tools get a positive reply to the question “Can it be installed, learned and used within one
hour?” Those that do not are the most complex LMSs that would require technical staff to
install them, but that can still be used by both teachers and students with few clarifications
needed.
As above, the availability of video tutorials can be crucial in order to take advantage of the full
functionality of tools.
Operating systems.
As with the languages, a distinction must be made between accessing the tools that create
content and the access to the content itself. In the latter case, all created content is accessible
via iOS and Android; there is usually little information available regarding Windows Phone.
In the former case, it can be argued that it is unlikely that the most complex tools will be
accessed via mobile devices, since the creation will mostly be done on regular computers.
Cost.
Commercial tools, or courses created with them, can be very expensive. This is often a
consequence of these tools having been aimed at a business or general market, and not
specifically for education purposes. Free versions are a good option, although a distinction
must be made between free tools that request crowdfunding, those that may have an option to
upgrade at some cost and the ones that have a free trial version for a limited period of time.
Also, when using a free upgradable version, attention must be paid to details such as the
maximum number of students allowed or whether watermarks appear in the created content.
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Origin
Less than 20% of the tools evaluated originated in Europe, with most of the rest having an
origin in the United States. Although this may be a consequence of the way the study was
carried out, focusing on those tools with a stronger online presence, it at the same time stresses
the need for giving more visibility to European tools. The MODERN toolkit is just a good
option for doing exactly that.

Open source tools
Amongst the most popular tools evaluated a significant number are open source. This includes
LMSs such as Moodle, Sakai, website and blogging tools like Wordpress and video editing
tools like EDpuzzle. One of the implications is that they are available in many languages
across the world, as long as there are communities to support them.
Aside from being free, other advantages of open source tools are the big and active
communities that support them, offering a large number of plugins and options to customise
them to the exact specifications of the teacher or institution. They also benefit from a lot of
online documentation for help with support issues or questions as well as large numbers of
pre-constructed courses that may save teachers the hassle of having to create their own
content.
Although the tools themselves are free, certain optional peripherals and support from third
parties can cost money. Also, it should be stressed that open source solutions do have some
cost because of the internal technical resources that must be devoted to implement them.
However, this is no “sunk cost” but can be seen as an investment, since the cost in installation
and training is incurred only once, while software licenses must be renewed generally once a
year.
Need for encouragement
On a general level, it must be emphasised that it is necessary to encourage students as well as
lecturers to use these new tools. Although the impression given in the media is that students
are technologically savvy while their teachers are technophobes who are scared to introduce
these disruptive technologies in the classroom fearing they would lag behind their students, we
have found this is not the case. While students may know how to use their phones and tablets
for recreational purposes, they do not, in general, use them for any learning, collaboration, or
research purposes – which, as students, they would be expected to! Hence, teachers have
nothing to be “scared” of, because their students are not any further ahead in e-learning
technologies than them.
At the same time, it is the teachers’ “duty” to educate students in these tools, not just to
improve their digital competences, but to make possible new ways of learning that implement
innovative approaches to teaching, such as the “flipped classroom” or project-based learning.
Initiatives to encourage teachers include for instance, the MENTEP MOOC series on
improving Technology-Enhanced Teaching1, and, of course, the MODERN Toolkit course,
which will be available shortly as part of the MODERN project.
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Part 2:
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Section 1:
Collaboration and File
Sharing Tools
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Tool: Drop Box
www.dropbox.com
Rating:
You can use Drop Box to store and sync documents and files across computers, tablets, and smart
phones. Dropbox is a freemium service. The free personal account starts you out with 2GB of space.
You can earn more free space through referrals (an additional 500MB for every friend who joins, up to
16GB) and other actions. Paid personal plans, collectively named Dropbox Pro, start at $9.99 per month
or $99 per year for 100GB of space. Prices go up as you increase the storage allotment: $19.99 per
month for 200GB (or $199 annually when paying upfront), and $49.99 per month for 500GB (or $499
annually). The price for Business accounts varies based on the number of employees: It starts at $15 per
month per user, with a minimum of 5 users, making $75 per month the minimum..”
Usage
Dropbox is a well-implemented, cloud-based, automatic, file-syncing service that has an excellent array
of apps for various operating systems. You can easily install Dropbox on virtually any computer and
mobile device you own to have instant access to all your files. Dropbox is a file-syncing and storage
service which automatically syncs your files everywhere, so they're available on any Internet-connected
machine where you've installed Dropbox or that has a Web browser.
Review
Using Dropbox as an educator is very useful as a platform for managing your own material and making
it more readily accessible. It is also very useful for students especially in the context of working in a
group as it makes file sharing and collaborating very easy. Overall it is a very simple efficient and useful
tool.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Evernote
www.evernote.com
Rating:
Evernote is a suite of software and services designed for notetaking and archiving. The tool is oriented
on gathering, tagging and analysing any kind of data, stored in the cloud and available from your local
machine or mobile devices. Evernote offers four level of the software: basic, plus, premium and
business. The basic one is for free. The others have extended list of features and require to pay for this
facilities (plus – 50zł per year; premium – 90zł per year; business -360zł per year).
Usage
Users can create notes as a piece of formattable text, a full webpage or webpage excerpt, a
photograph, a voice memo, or a handwritten “ink” note. On supported operating systems, Evernote
allows users to store and edit notes on their local machine. However, for synchronization and backup
services the Internet connection is required.
Review
Evernote is available on many operating system platforms including OS X, iOS, Chrome OS,
Android, Microsoft Windows, Windows Phone, BlackBerry 10, and webOS. Usage the tool on mobile
phones or tablets is available by dedicated app. The access from the computer to the application might
be done by a browser. To use the tool the account is required. User can create the Evernote profile or
integrate it with e.g. Facebook, Twitter. User can create different type of notes, store them and share
with other. Users with Internet access and an Evernote account can also have their notes automatically
synchronized with a master copy held on Evernote's servers. This approach lets users access and edit
their data across multiple machines and operating system platforms. However, notes stored on
Evernote servers are not encrypted.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: One Note
www.onenote.com
Rating:
Microsoft OneNote is a king of digital notebook developed by Microsoft Corporation, designed for
information gathering and multi-user collaboration.
Usage
OneNote enables the user to gather notes drawings, screen clippings and audio commentaries. The notes
can by organized using notebooks, sections and tags. The text in the notes can be handwritten or typed
and have different format (bold, italicize, underline, highlight, indent). Notes’ reviewing and updating is
possible on different devices thanks to synchronization and storing notes in the cloud (e.g OneDrive).
Notes can be shared with other OneNote users over the Internet or a network. Microsoft OneNote is
included with the Microsoft Office suite.
Review
OneNote is available on devices with Android, iOS and Windows Phone or via browser. Creation of the
account is required to start using the tool. User can create notes without Internet, however for
synchronization and backup services the Internet connection is required. With OneNote user can create
different types of notes, which can be stored “in the cloud” and available on various devices like mobile
phones, iPad’s, computers. From the application user can share and publish notes on e.g. Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn. The notes can be stored on Onedrive or Dropbox. It's compatible other Microsofr
Office applications, e.g. with Word, Excel.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Padlet
www.padlet.com
Rating:
Padlet, previously known as Wall wisher, is an online noticeboard, which means it can be used for making
announcements, keeping notes and online brainstorming. One can create a Padlet board for free
(http://padlet.com/wall/kv6tdwvnygl7). Premium options also available include: Padlet Backpack for
schools, Padlet Briefcase for businesses and a Padlet Jetpack for individuals
Usage
Padlet is a great way to get people interacting in formal training through using their smart devices in the
classroom. Padlet can be used by students and teachers to post notes on a common page. The notes posted
by teachers and students can contain links, videos, images and document files. When registered with
Padlet, one can create as many “walls” or online notice boards as you like. These walls can be set to private
or public, with each wall having separate privacy settings. This can facilitate teacher collaboration in a
subject department, which is not accessible by students. Private walls can be created with a password to
access them, or by limiting access to registered users, with specified emails. As the creator of a wall,
teachers can moderate all notes before they appear and privacy settings can be adjusted at any time. Padlet
is great for group research. In essence, the tool is like a corkboard that allows students to share their ideas
with each other thereby encouraging creativity. Using it in a classroom setting, teachers can facilitate
greater participation and motivate students to be creative.
Review
Users do not need to sign up to use Padlet, though it is recommended that teachers using it in a classroom
setting would do so, in order to edit a wall, moderate posts and collate all class walls into one management
screen. Teachers can also choose to set a notification to receive an email whenever a student posts to the
teacher’s wall. Padlet is device-neutral, as it works on any internet-enabled device, including PC, laptop,
tablet, smartphone. Another benefit is that no software or apps need to be downloaded or installed - it can
be used immediately by anyone with internet access. The “Padlet’s” or noticeboards created can also be
exported as images, pdfs, excels or csv's.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Tool: Slack
www.slack.com
Rating:

Slack was designed to be a powerful communication tool to aid team collaboration. Its main use is
to provide a platform for volumes of communication between a large team or classroom of
individuals. Because communication on this scale can become unmanageable and inefficient this
tool can be used to ensure that communications happen all in one place and can be segmented by
creating Channels for various topics. Educators can assign users to as many (or as few) channels as
they need in order to keep topics visible to the class members who want to see any individual topic.

Usage
Slack communications is a simple and dynamic tool to use. Slack offers such as integration with
services students and teachers use every day such as drop box, it allows for the fast and easy
searching of posts from users at any time through specific filtering, it allows for private or one to
one group communication regarding sensitive subjects that are specific for one user and finally it is
accessible on the go via the app. Slack offers a free version for small groups as well as two different
premium versions. The first one, called standard version, cost 5.70euros per month. The second one,
called plus version, cost 11 euros per month.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: SlideShare
www.slideshare.net
Rating:
Slide Share is a web application. It provides a slide hosting service where users can upload files.
These files can be public or private depending on which is the need. This application was acquired
by
LinkedIn
in
2012.
Usage
It is easy to learn and use, due it is similar to other presentation tools. However, many users
complain that it does not have any ease to develop collaborative presentations. Due to it is a web
application, it is easy to share and send to many people which are one of its best advantages for
educational
use.
Review
Slideshare is free and it does not have any premium version. During approximately four years, Slide
Share had a premium version. This version was deleted and all its features were moved to the free
version. As a web tool, SlideShare is easily accessed as the only requirement for use is to be
registered in SlideShare, LinkedIn or Facebook. However, this tool cannot be accessed unless you
have an Internet connection. In addition, SlideShare can be accessed from an android or windows
phone device due to its app. With SlideShare you can create online presentations that can be
displayed in many browsers. SlideShare can share your slides by email and social networks (e.g.
Facebook). SlideShare allows users to download presentation in many formats such as ppt, pptx,
pdf, doc, docx, mp4, mov, ogg...
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Trello
www.trello.com
Rating:
Trello is a web-based tool that allows people to collaborate and helps them to organize their projects
using the Kanban paradigm. This project management application allows its users to know the current
status of their projects in one glance.
Usage
Its simple interface makes it ease to use for any size of projects. Trello is visually appealing (appeals
to different learners) and quite intuitive so new users can take advantage of it soon after they start to
use it. Trello is a tool available for free but you can enjoy some additional features by upgrading your
account to Trello Gold for an amount of $5 per month or $45 per year. Moreover, for every person
who you invite and gets to join Trello you will receive one free month of Trello Gold, up to one year
Review
As Trello is a web-based tool it can be accessed from anywhere as long as an internet connection is
available. Moreover, if you wish you can download their app for iPhone/iPad, Android device and
Kindle Fire. As students regularly use their phones, having Trello downloaded on their phones makes
learning content more accessible.
With Trello you can manage your projects using different boards which are made up of lists
representing a workflow. Then, you can add cards to those boards containing useful information as
checklists or due dates. Furthermore, you can share this information with your teammates and chat
with them.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Yammer
www.yammer.com
Rating:
Yammer is Microsoft’s Enterprise Private Social Networking platform that has become a popular social
collaboration and knowledge sharing platform both in businesses and education.
Usage
Yammer's functionality in fostering collaboration and discussion has made it a popular choice in the
context of training and education. Yammer brings together students, content, conversation, and
educational data in a single convenient location. Yammer offers you an intelligent and efficient way to
connect with the information and people that you need to get things done, and their mobile app allows you
to keep on top of what’s going on, even when you’re on the go! Some ways Yammer can be used:
-Collaborate and share ideas together in real time, no matter where you are.
-Keep Informed: Stay on top of conversations, files, and projects
-Talk with Groups: Discover what’s happening in your Groups and share your input
-Your Mobile Inbox: See your most important Yammer conversations and prioritize your work
-Share Photos: Snap a pic and easily share it with others
-Get Push Notifications: Stay notified of important activity right when it happens. Yammer Enterprise and
Office 365 are engineered to work well together. Foster open team collaboration by using Yammer to
bring your work together in one place.
Any organization can use Yammer for free, and many educational institutions have jumped on the
Yammer train. Yammer is a social network much like Twitter or Facebook, but it differs in a couple of
key ways. First, not everyone can join Yammer. You have to have an email address associated with a
company or institution to join the network, thus there are no extraneous postings that are unrelated to the
people who you work with professionally. Yammer has a great user interface and offers a very useful
mobile app. The user community is also especially valuable if expert assistance is needed.
Review
Yammers offers the ability to create a private group, chat with various members, and see who is online.
Live feeds, the use of polls, the announcements feature, the embedding of articles, and the response
features to postings are also other ways of engaging on this social networking site.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Google Docs
www.google.com/docs

Rating:
Google Docs is a web-based application in which documents and spreadsheets can be created, edited
and stored online for free. It is a convenient, cheap, and compatible method of creating and accessing
files as they can be accessed from any computer with an internet connection, thus making
collaboration a simple and efficient process.
Usage
Google Docs can be used to create and share docs, spreadsheets and presentations – individually or
collaboratively. Google docs is part of a comprehensive package of online applications offered by and
associated with Google that includes other applications such as google slides and google sheets.
Google docs is compatible with most presentation and word processing applications and lends itself to
collaborative projects in which there are multiple authors working from geographically diverse
locations. Users have control over who sees their work and all participants who can subsequently see
the document are privy to see who and when specific alterations were made. As a Mobile and Digital
E-learning tool, Google Docs has three web apps, one that works offline and two other mobile apps for
Android and iOS. These apps are compatible with Microsoft Office file formats. The Pricing for this
tool varies. Users can get 15Gb of storage and all features for free or 1.70 euro/month for 100Gb
storage, 9 euro/month for 1TB and up to 30TB for 260euro/month.
Review
Google Docs enables you to create, share, back up and export a wide range of documents,
spreadsheets, presentations, forms and drawings.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 2:
Quizzing, Polling
and Assessment
Tools

29

Tool: Digital Assess
www.digitalassess.com
Rating:

Digital Access is a multi-platform tool that can be used widely by both students and assessors. Digital
assess supplies innovative technology to support learning at all levels including formal education, elearning, vocational and workplace training. To do this Digital assess provides a variety of tools for
assessing the collective work of students as well as providing a platform to self asses and review the work
of other students to gain a deeper understanding of how to reach required learning objectives.
Usage
The concept central to using digital assess is that users can harness the technology to uniquely capture
and complete a learning process, not just a snapshot at the end of term. This piece of software offers 5
different types of digital assessment that can help both the student and the educator. The different
assessment titles are capture, annotate, collaborate, measure and manage. These different assessment
headings give students and educators an all-encompassing platform for collaborating and sharing
feedback on how well a piece of work was completed and where improvements need to be made. Overall
digital assess is a user-friendly and efficient tool for educators as it ultimately takes away the hassle
created by common mistakes in marking and submission, saving time and cost for educational
establishments. Everything is securely submitted and tracked online, so coursework won’t go astray and
it has been tested and purported by users that is will give richer views of learning bringing assessment
into sharper focus
Review
“Current approaches towards assessment remain poor at measuring and capturing vocational abilities, as
well as a broader array of soft skills…. Companies like Digital Assess have put a lot of thought behind
developing an approach to overcome this challenge. As a result, many organisations and institutions will
now be able to benefit from a more efficient, practical and reliable way to assess the skills of the future.”Professor Richard Kimbell, Director of the Technology Education Research Unit at Goldsmiths,
University of London.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There’s am app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: No More Marking
www.nomoremarking.com

Rating:
No More Marking is an e-learning tool which utilises the concept of comparative judgement applied to
marking and grading student tests. Comparative Judgement is a way of marking that uses comparisons of
quality instead of using absolute judgements in quality. As humans we are good at comparing things,
hence by using this approach to marking - by making comparisons of pairs of items – it is possible to get a
very reliable scale and build up a measurement scale.
Usage
No More Marking can be used to judge any pieces of comparable work. It works very well with material
such as English and qualitative based exams. This method of marking saves time and makes the process
much more interactive and according to reviewer reports gives a very accurate depiction of how well a
student is performing and overall how well the teacher is performing. It is relatively simple to use this
software. The work needs to be uploaded, sent to the assessors/markers, then judged and finally the results
can be downloaded. One drawback of this e-learning tool is that it does require extra effort in putting all
papers online. Also as it is a new tool that it hasn’t received much support/exposure from the education
sector to date, though it remains one of the most innovative and promising approaches we have seen
though out this whole study.
Reviews
Ireni Thalassinos, Head of English, Lewisham Southwark College
At Lewisham Southwark College we have an unprecedented number of GCSE entries due to recent policy
and assessment reforms. This year we are expecting to enter around 600 students for GCSE English. The
scale of the entry means that setting and marking a mock examination is quite a major operation. We
decided to use a Comparative Judgement approach to reduce the burden of marking from the GCSE
English mock examinations and to ensure that staff working across disparate sites with different cohorts
were all applying the same standards.
The 20 GCSE English teachers then gathered for a judging session. It was clear from the start that
everyone was engaged in the judging. Indeed Shoshi, the GCSE co-ordinator said that it was rare to see
teachers so enthusiastic about marking!
‘I feel less isolated in the marking process’ (Karen )‘For the first time I can actually say that I enjoyed
marking and have no doubt that our students will be awarded a fair grade’ (Toyin)
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Kahoot
www.getkahoot.com
Rating:
Kahoot! is a free game-based learning platform that makes it fun to learn any subject, in any language,
on any device, for all ages.
Usage
Using a simple and speedy ‘drag n drop’ creation tool, educators create and manage ‘Kahoots’ in the
form of quizzes, surveys or polls related to the topics they’re teaching; either asking quick questions
‘on the go’ to get feedback or opinion, or more in depth questions for formative assessment. Content
can be shared with learners, colleagues or fellow educators globally. Questions, along with answer
choices, are projected onto a classroom screen while students submit responses using a personal
(likely mobile) device. Playing a game of Kahoot! doesn't involve an account, just a game PIN from
the main screen and a name. However, making quizzes (termed "kahoots") does involve entering user
information
Review
In real-time and with gaming elements to increase engagement and motivation, learners answer
questions through their personal devices. Educators get an overview of the current knowledge levels
of students in a class, and can adapt their teaching accordingly. Either collaboratively or individually,
learners are challenged to create their own Kahoots in the form of quizzes. Through their personal
device, learners can develop and answer their own questions through thorough research and the
collation and/or creation of imagery and videos. Higher level thinking skills are also developed by the
use of kahoot as pupils are also required to think about incorrect answers to questions, as well as the
correct ones. Learners share their new found knowledge by playing their Kahoot back to other
learners encouraging greater independence in learning. Educators assess the quality of questions they
are asking (low to high level thinking questions), whilst the other learners answer the questions
through the powerful classroom engagement tool.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Quizlet
www.quizlet.com
Rating:
Quizlet.com is a free website which enables teachers and students to create digital flash cards. Quizlet can
automatically generate interactive games and tests for the material that is entered. Five or ten minutes of
initial preparatory work entering information up front can yield literally hours’ worth of automaticallyassessed activities inside and outside of the classroom, on computers, smartphones, tablets, and even penciland-paper printed exercises.
Usage
Quizlet is a useful tool in education (particularly in language teaching) because of the following functionality:
1. It reads the word and definition to the student out loud, enhancing students’ grasp of pronunciation.
2. It provides targeted spelling feedback, in the “Speller” studying mode, students hear the target word spoken
out loud and see a written definition on the screen.
4. Quizlet generates customizable randomized tests for students to boost their long-term memory.
5. Quizlet generates interactive games to help students study course content.
Reviews
“I absolutely love this tool! I use it with my 2nd-grade students and my college-level students. For my 2nd
graders, I like to create vocabulary flash cards that include images and definitions to help them better connect
to the terminology. In my online college courses, I use this tool to introduce new topics being covered in the
module and as a knowledge check at the end of the module. There are so many wonderful uses for this
amazing tool! I would definitely recommend this to every educator.”
By Christi Collins, USA- Educator, Instructional Designer, eLearning, Online Instructor
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give full
functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Tool: Quizdom
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www.qwizdom.com
Rating:
Qwizdom offer a range of student response system hardware options (sometimes known as clickers,
voting systems or audience response systems), as well as Qwizdom Virtual Response (QVR), which
is a downloadable response app allows you to transform any Web-enabled device into a student
response system, clicker and voting tool which allows access from anywhere with a web connection
to facilitate remote learning. The pricing for this tool is not clear but indications are that the kit cost is
quite extensive. However it is a one off cost that is worth the initial investment.
Usage
1. Easy to Implement- Easy-to-use tools and software, whether using student response hardware or
Qwizdom Virtual Response (QVR), along with the technical support we offer ensure that teachers are
up and running quickly with limited need for training.
2. Immediate Feedback- With student understanding assessed and viewed instantly, instructors are
able to adapt teaching as needed, reaching more individuals and maximizing learning.
3. Grading & Reporting- Instant grading and printable reports allow teachers to efficiently relay
student progress to parents and administrators. This frees up time for more engaging classroom
activities.
4. Performance Tracking-Qwizdom Action point software enables you to generate individual or class
reports for performance summaries. Allowing you to monitor and track student progress and
understanding across topics, subjects or across the school term or year.
5. Reduces Expenditures- Using a Qwizdom Student Response System or Qwizdom Virtual Remote
(QVR) along with computer-based presentations or resources means a reduction in printing costs and
waste.
Review
I’d recommend it to other teachers because it can revolutionise the teaching and learning in your
classroom. I have pupils racing to my classroom from their previous lesson - I’m sure that wasn’t
always the case in the past. I have to admit I was surprised at the students response. I thought that the
younger pupils would enjoy it but that it would have limited credence with the older pupils. I
couldn’t have been more wrong. Every class that I’ve used it with from Y7 though to Y13 has
thoroughly enjoyed their learning using Qwizdom. The worst thing about Qwizdom would be setting
up class lists and getting the pupils to log on using their numeric ID numbers. If I’d judged Qwizdom
on my first use of it, I wouldn’t have used it again. However, once you’ve used it with a class a few
times and they know the sequence of events involved in logging on, it all runs smoothly. -Schoolzone
Review
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Nearpod
www.nearpod.com
Rating:
Nearpod lets you present, quiz and report synchronously with students. The Nearpod platform
enables teachers to use their Tablet (or laptop/PC) to manage content on students’ mobile devices. It
combines presentation, collaboration, and real-time assessment tools into one integrated solution.
Nearpod requires one Tablet or PC/MAC and at least one other device (tablets, smartphones,
Chrome books, PC/MAC), both running Nearpod. All devices should be connected to the Internet.
The pricing varies, the SILVER Edition (FREE) provides up to 50MB of storage space, up to 20MB
of presentations and up to 30 students per live session, web & Twitter support options, PDF
reporting; encouraging greater integration of ICT in learning and promotes independent thinking
skills. Upgrading to Nearpod GOLD, offers more storage space (up to 3GB), larger file uploads (up
to 40MB), more students per session (up to 50), additional interactive features (add audio slides,
add twitter timeline, and insert web pages in your presentation), and student self-paced feature
(Nearpod homework.) The GOLD edition would be most suited to larger/online classes as it
provides a forum for communication in addition to interactive learning.
Usage
Teachers use Nearpod to share content with their students and to manage the learning content of a
lesson. Students use Nearpod on their mobile devices to receive multimedia content and to
participate in engaging assessment and collaboration activities.
Review
“Nearpod brings learning to life in my classroom! It’s such an easy tool for me to create an
interactive presentation for my students. It easily creates Interactive lessons, delivers real-time
assessment and operates smoothly across all devices.”- External reviewer
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Socrative
www.socrative.com
Rating:
Socrative aims to help teachers to asses and engage their students. It provides instant insight into
levels of understanding through the use of real-time questioning, result aggregation and
visualization. Socrative is free and does not have a premium version available for extra cost. It also
has apps for both teachers and students which are optional and can be downloaded for free.
Usage
Many educators have indicated that it is appropriate for any grade level and that it is quite easy to
use for both teachers and students. Socrative is an online application so it can only be used while
connected to the internet. For a teacher account, one needs to provide some personal data in order to
get a free account. Students however are not required to introduce any personal data, they only have
to introduce the Room Code into the corresponding field. It is possible to create different types of
questionnaires including short answer, true or false and multiple choice. Moreover as a teacher you
can download results into excel or google sheets in order to manipulate them. Teachers can share
their quizzes allowing their reuse without the work involved in creating them.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Ombea
www.ombea.com
Rating:
Ombea enables teachers to enhance their presentations by adding interactive slides or side bars to engage
students. The tool can be used to assess students, track attainment, elicit opinions or engage parents by
using interactive features that pool students reponses to questions of a varied style. The software can be
used on mobile devices or laptops as well as through “clickers” that pole the responses.
Usage
Ombea is used as a polling and interactive student resource. Educators can add interactive slides to their
presentation from simple questions to more advanced group questions. Ombea also provides the
group(students) to answer with their mobile device, which is later collected and analysed. Ombea provides
extensive reports on the data and stores all data so that it can be used by students to monitor their own
individual results, the educators to monitor class performance and trends and the head of departments to
monitor things like class attendance and performance.
The tool is relatively easy to access and use. It gives educators powerful insight into how students are
performing and allows them to access these stored reports as reference. The tool allows students to operate
this tool on smart phones when connected to a network and also gives them the change to monitor their
performance easily throughout the year.
Review
“OMBEA has been a great maths resource but also a useful cross-curricular tool. It’s also great for
feedback in line with the 1/2/3 system we have in place to encourage self-assessment and to identify and
address any particular misconceptions. It’s fantastic for data handling and compiling data to use with the
class. Overall it’s a great piece of kit and I love that we can tailor it so easily!”
Claire Constantopoulos, William Barcroft Junior School
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Poll Everywhere
www.polleverywhere.com
Rating:
Poll Everywhere is an easy way to gather live responses in any venue: conferences, presentations,
classrooms, etc – using SMS, web, or Twitter.
Usage
Response systems can increase student engagement by giving all students a chance to respond,
opposed to a few students answering consistently in class. As questions are fundamental to
assessing pupil understanding, it is critical that all pupils are encouraged to participate and Poll
Everywhere helps to overcome some of the issues associated with utilising student voice. Results
from past polls or quizzes are stored on the website and can be associated with student names. This
allows teachers to track each student's performance over time.
Review
Poll Everywhere is an affordable tool that allows students to respond to questions from a teacher
using almost any device. Teachers create accounts on the Poll Everywhere site and create quizzes.
Students then go to the website to answer quiz questions or send text messages to a specific code
number. Teachers can project questions on a screen and can even view or display poll results in
real-time. Poll Everywhere allows for frequent and immediate formative assessment.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Survey Monkey
www.surveymonkey.com
Rating:
SurveyMonkey is an online survey development cloud-based ("software as a service") company.
SurveyMonkey provides free, customizable surveys, as well as a suite of paid back-end programs
that include data analysis, sample selection, bias elimination, and data representation tools. In
addition to providing free and paid plans for individual users, SurveyMonkey offers more largescale enterprise options for companies interested in data analysis, brand management, and
consumer-focused marketing
Usage
SurveyMonkey is primarily a survey tool and as such is not particularly suited for in class testing or
polling (there are better tools available for this), however it has a variety of uses in an education
environment including:
• to assess family/school relationships.
• to evaluate online learning programs or undertake school climate surveys.
• to measure University student satisfaction, or Course evaluation feedback.
Review
Survey Monkey offers more of a feedback and survey function for those in education, for this
reason it is not the most useful tool in terms of an in classroom educational tool. It can be very
helpful for providing guidance about educational performance, opinions and about the school
environments in general.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Testportal
www.testportal.pl
Rating:
Testportal is a web service dedicated to creating online tests. For teachers the tool is available for
free, with limited facilities. However, there is also an option to have a paid account. To view the
paid offers (https://getpocket.com/premium?ep=). Each paid option is available as a 30 day free
trial.
Usage
Testportal allows user to create tests with varying number of questions. Questions can be randomly
chosen to objectively test students. Tests results and statistics are available for the author. The tool
is easy to use, however has limited facilities in free version.
Review
Access to the service is available via browser and requires an internet connection. The user is
obligated to create an account. Although this tool provides teachers with access to basic testing, they
will need to sample/buy a different option if they are interested in more advanced features.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: iRuberic
www.rcampus.com/indexrubric.cfm
Rating:
iRubric is a tool for developing and sharing rubrics that is part of the collaborative learning
environment called RCampus. It lets you create a rubric from scratch and also modifying an existing
one. Moreover, iRubric allows you to collaboratively assess rubrics.
Usage
Although their webpage is not the more visually appealing this tool allows you to easily develop,
assess and share rubrics. It has a public gallery of rubrics organized by grade levels, subjects and
types. It can be really useful and allows its users to have a rubric ready to use after only a couple of
clicks. Individual educators and students can use iRubric for free. However, with iRubric Enterprise
Edition they provide flexible licensing and hosting plans (They let you request more information about
it).
As iRubric is a web-based tool you only need an internet connection and a profile in order to use it.
However you can visualize the rubrics from their gallery even if you haven't logged in.
Review
Using iRubric you can build, customize, assess and share your own rubrics in a really simple way. In
addition you can have your own collection of rubrics and edit, print or send them by email.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 3:
Screencasting, Audio
and Capture Tools

42
Tool: Screencast-o-matic
www.screencast-o-matic.com
Rating:
ScreenCast-O-matic is video and audio screen capture software that can be used to create video from
your screen (i.e. short lectures or course tours), that can be used online or downloaded and installed.
(Note that the online version does not work well on Mac computers so it’s advisable to download)
There are both free and subscription versions of this program. The subscription service, which costs
15 Euros per year, allows you to directly upload videos to Google Drive Drop Box and other cloud
based storage facilities( in the free version you have to do it manually). The paid version has a wider
range of tools including the ability to record webcam footage of yourself to embed in the screen cast,
which could be useful for online teachers. The program operates on Windows and Mac and requires
an updated Java plugin. For this review, I operated the program from a PC with Windows 7.
Usage
When users first visit the Screencast-O-Matic site it can be difficult to navigate. The information is
presented in a haphazard manner, and the links are not organised effectively.However, if the primary
purpose is to record videos, this is a simple and straightforward process. The website’s home page
links directly to a two-minute instructional video that has all the information one might need to create
a basic video within a short time frame. If the user has an updated Java plugin installed on his or her
computer, he or she could easily record a video within five minutes of visiting the site’s homepage.
Downloads, registration, and user accounts are not required, though there is an option to download
the application to your computer.
Overall screen-cast-o-matic is a diverse and useful tool available to educators. The features of this
tool provide an opportunity for screen and webcam recording; allowing for a smooth transition from
recording the screencast to saving as a video file. Furthermore, videos can also be easily published
and shared to YouTube (making them more accessible to students). The pro version provides further
access to such feautres as recording software for computer audio, edit tools, draw and zeem,
publishing features to Gogle Drive, Vimeo, Dropbox and a screenshot tool; providing a greater
opportunity for editing and sharing.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Podbean
www.podbean.com
Rating:
Podbean is an easy and efficient free tool available for educators to start podcasting.
Podbean allows users to create professional podcasts in minutes without any
programming knowledge. Its user-friendly interface allows anyone to upload, publish,
manage and promote their podcasts in just a few steps. Podbean is supported in devices
such as, Desktop Windows, Marc OSX, Linux, IOS and Android making it a tool that is
widely applicable to users on different platforms.
Usage
Educators can create their podcasts and share them with students and colleagues. For
example, classroom sites can be created and students will have easy access to the
podcasts that teachers make available in relation to relevant topics which provides
greater access to learning content for pupils with different learning styles. As Podbean
contains podcasts from different thinkers throughout the world, this tool also helps to
expand student understanding and provides a greater opportunity to develop the global
dimension of learning.
Review
“Ultra simple podcast publishing solution. Unlimited bandwidth and storage. Everything
a podcaster needs to host, promote, and track your podcast.”-Web Wiki
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or
iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone
or tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows
phone

Does the free version
give full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox,
chrome, internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the
internet

Premium version
available at extra cost?

Can it be installed,
learned and used within
one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of
security observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing
or undue delays
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Tool: Camtasia
www.camtasia.com
Rating:
Camtasia is used to create video tutorials and presentations. A useful feature of Camtasia is that it
allows the user to screencast or direct record their presentations. In addition, you can also edit your
videos and audios. However, there are different prices for Windows and Mac. For Windows users,
this tool costs 272 euro and 136 euro for each upgrade. The Mac OS version costs 90 euro and
approximately 45 euro to upgrade.
Usage
Although the basic features of Camtasia are quite easy to use, there are many different options
available which can be difficult to understand and master. Camtasia allows the user to record their
video, edit it by using advanced techniques and features; helping to improve the sound of the music
or the narration.
Review
To use this tool, you have to install it. The process of installation its quite simple. The Camtasia
output can be a video in different formats, such as mp4 audio files such as mp3. As every student
learns differently, being able to personalise learning content (through creation of focused videos
with teachers voice) provides greater accessibility to learning beyond the classroom’ particularly for
students who find more conventional forms of learning. Overall it’s a tool probably best suited to
the tech savvy.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Ferrite recording studio
www.ferriterecordingstudio.com
Rating:
Ferrite Recording Studio is an iOS multitrack audio editor which allows for the recording and
editing of audio. Educators can use this tool easily to create podcasts and to record lectures.
Usage
Ferttie recording studio was designed to be aid podcasts, lecture recordings, and audio
presentations by incorporating into this tool such as bookmarking, automatic ducking, and
silence removal. This allows users to enhance their audio with extras like dynamic compression
or filtering and also to add cover art, show notes or lyrics, and share your projects as standard
AAC files or via popular such as email, iCloud or Dropbox. It is a tool that is easily
downloaded and efficient to use and gives educators a platform to introducing audio as learning
tool very easily.
Review
“If you are looking for a lot of control over your final audio podcast, you might want to take a
look at the Ferrite Recording Studio app. It includes a multi-track editor that lets you mix
multiple tracks together and many other useful features. Some effects are only available with an
in-app purchase, but many of the things you would like to be included for free (like automatic
ducking) are available for no cost. You can split, trim, move and delete tracks as appropriate, as
well as fade in/out or crossfade between tracks. Finished recordings can be exported to a
number of services or saved to the Camera Roll as a video.”
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of
security observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Snagit
https://www.techsmith.com/snagit.html
Rating:
Snagit is a screenshot program that captures video display and audio output. Originally for the
Microsoft Windows operating systems, recent versions have also been available for Mac OS, but
with fewer features. Snagit is available in English, German, Korean, and Japanese versions. Snagit
replaces the print screen function with additional features. Newer versions allow batch capture of
embedded items such as links, pictures, and multimedia. The user can set parameters and keyboard
shortcuts to capture particular types of data, which are stored in a folder called "Catalog" by default.
Snagit can also follow links in web pages, capturing the specified data from the linked pages.
Usage
Snagit can be used to:
Capture key moments from a webinar to reference them later or share with colleagues.
Grade assignments and narrate feedback. You can take an image capture of an electronic assignment
then add extra space to the capture to allow you to make notes in the margins.
Create engaging video lessons for your students and narrate them as you go.
Build engaging handouts
Reviews
TopTen Reviews rated the software 4/4 in all categories, the review highlighted the capture quality,
ease of use, and support. CNET rated the software 8/10, mentioning the ability to take screenshots
of entire web pages, but pointed out weaknesses including a poor wizard and fewer output file
formats than competitors. About.com is also very positive, awarding 5/5 and pointing out the ease
of use, comprehensive features, and multiple views, but they stated that text entry in the Snagit
Editor is slow, lagging behind as text is typed in the edit box. However, from an educational
perspective, this tool would be very useful for creating accessible tutorials for students which can be
used and revisited outside the classroom.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Notability
www.gingerlabs.com
Rating:
Notability is a comprehensive note taking app. It gives users the ability to create new notes, sketch ideas,
annotate PDFs, mark-up photos, record lectures and provide audio feedback. There is no free version of
software. User is obligated to pay 5.99$ for an app.
Usage
Users can create notes, which can be typed, drawn, handwritten, photographed, recorded as audio, or
copied from a web page. Notability automatically syncs and backs up notes using cloud based storage.
Additionally, notes can be shared to other via email, AirDrop, Twitter, Dropbox, Google Drive, DropBox.
Review
Notability is design for Mac and available for iPad and iPhone. The application requires access to the
Internet for sync with iCloud and sharing the created notes.
With Notability user can create notes that integrate handwriting, typing, drawings, audio, and pictures.
Tool lets to prepare lecture notes and other classroom materials. Notability can also be used to annotate
PDF documents, such as student assignments and PDF forms. As many students now use mobile
technology to take photos/recordings etc., this app tool has great learning potential; particularly for
students who prefer to listen in class and make/or revisit note at a later stage. This tool is also accessible
to different learners; particularly visual, auditory and kinaesthetic.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Audacity
www.audacityteam.org/
Rating:
Audacity is a free and open source cross-platform software for recording and editing sounds. It is a free
piece of software which requires a desktop PC or laptop to use in order to create the final output which
are audio clips.
Usage
Desktop based application, with many options around the Graphical User Interface GUI (menus,
toolbars, etc.). Options are well classified and quite intuitive to find. Although it has many options, the
learning curve should be short due to its limited focus (sounds recorder/editor).
Review
“After sampling a few audio programs, I found Audacity to be the bestfree program available to create
audio samples. The program allows you to do so much more than simply record narration and music. I
am impressed with how much editing can be done within the program. When I first used it, I had not
used any audio programs so it was a little daunting, but after about an hour, I was able to navigate most
of the tools. I have used the program to create a project where students must incorporate 6 sound
effects (splash, horn, crickets.etc.) into an original 1 minute story. For that project, Audacity is the best
platform”.- Ed Shelf Review
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: iPadio
www.ipadio.com
Rating:
Review IPadio is a tool that offers an easy and fast way to create and share audio. It
is used via a free app to record, edit, and upload audio to the web.
Usage
The ipadio app lets you record up to 60 minutes of high quality audio and then add
titles, descriptions, images, and geo-locate your recording before uploading to a
pre-created ipadio.com account or cross-posted to a classroom Twitter, Facebook,
WordPress, Blogger, Live Spaces, or LiveJournal accounts. Ipadio is useful for a
number of different classroom settings, however it is most useful for being used as
a tools for recording and uploading podcasts.
Review
Amongst the many benefits of iPadio, there is a generous length for each recording
(memory). It is also easy to post (all or) selected recordings to an e-portfolio on
WordPress or Blogger, to embed manually in Edmodo. Teachers (and students) can
also easily add constructive comments.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone
or tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version
available at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of
security observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing
or undue delays

50

Tool: Jing
www.techsmith.com
Rating:
Jing is a free screen capture application that allows you to capture screenshots and create videos. Jing
allows you to screenshot the desired area, record a video from your desktop or clipping a running video.
It works on Platforms such as Windows, Mac desktop.
Usage
Jing can be used to capture what you see, you can initiate a capture by clicking Jing's happy, alwaysready ""sun"" icon...or pressing a hotkey of your choice. You can capture a window, pane, or region.
(Tip: click and drag to select a region.) It ca be used to make a point if you need to emphasize or explain
you can mark up your screenshot with a basic text box, arrow, highlight, or rectangle. Finally, it can be
used to share instantly with Jing you can decide where to send the screenshot and it's there and ready to
share. When you send to a destination like Screencast or Flickr, Jing even places a hyperlink on your
clipboard.
Review
Jing is quite easy to access and operate. It works with a sun-shaped icon with three spires. The lower left
part of the icon allows you capture anything on your screen. The middle one looks at your capture history
and the right one pulls up options. Jing's attractive application takes a sound, simple approach to
capturing, it begins by dragging the X and Y axis to define your capture field and then take a still or start
a recording. When you have completed your work, it can be saved to your computer or upload it to the
site you want to share with. Making a screen capture, still image or video is always done with the help of
a grid. Clicking and dragging X and Y axis will cause the entire desktop to turn grey and only the area
captured will still be coloured. The resulting video (of five minutes or less) can be saved in SWF format
or stored on Screencast. Sharing the link to the stored version pulls up a new window with a Flash video
on it. This video can be watched on this screen, but you can't embed the video itself anywhere else.
Finally Jing compares quite favourably with such software as SnagIt as Jing is free and SnagIt only
offers a free trial before demanding payment.
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 4:
Course Creation Tools
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Tool: WordPress
www.wordpress.org
Rating:
WordPress is a very valuable tool and is widely used by individuals and organizations for blogging, but also
to create fully-functioning websites – due to the powerful range of 3rd party plugins.
Usage
Given the versatility of WordPress, it has endless possibilities as an educational tool; it can be a blog,
business website, portfolio and so much more. For educational purposes, WordPresss can be used to create:
Class Website - Here the teacher provides links to resources, assignments and information to help students
with their school classes.
• Class Blog - Class blogs are used in a wide range of different ways. Some teachers use their class blogs
to= post daily tasks, information on what was covered in class and when assignments are due. Teachers do
this to keep students and parents up-to-date, provide information for students who are absent and provide
resources students can use for revision.
• Class Blog with Student Blogs - Lots of teachers use class blogs for global collaboration, authentic
learning, reflective blogging, collaboration and discussion. When used for these purposes it’s common for
their students’ to have their own individual student blogs.
• Group Collaboration and Projects - Group collaboration and project blogs can be as simple as students, or
teachers, collaborating on a group blog, and might involved collaborators from the same school or different
schools, to large global projects.
• ePortfolios - An increasing numbers of educators use blogs for their own digital portfolio or for their
student’s digital portfolios. The student blogs are used to showcase their work and share their learning,
throughout their school life while the educator’s personal eportfolios may be used to document their skills
against professional standards.
Review
WordPress is a free open source platform, this means that their codes are open to everybody to use and
modify. Any programmers / coders can use WordPress to create their own themes or plugins for others to
download for free, or to be purchased for a fee. People often make the mistake of classifying WordPress as
just a blogging platform. Although that used to be true in the past, WordPress has evolved throughout the
years into a versatile educational tool.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give full
functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Ed Puzzle
www.edpuzzle.com
Rating:
This is a web application that enables teachers and students to teach and learn through videos,
voiceovers, audio notes and embedded questions and quizzes.
Usage
Teachers will be able to build video-based courses using straighforward and intuitive easy to
use video editor. Crop interesting parts of videos to explain the topic under teaching, insert
audio tracks to explain the video in your own language and approach, embed audio notes for
introductory comments, conclusions, remarks and add quizzes for formative assessment
anytime during the video to check students understanding and to know whether they are
watching your lessons.
Review
EdPuzzle is a great tool which is 100% free. It is Provided as web service and an internet
connection is required which could make it difficult to use without broadband connection due
to video-based technology (e.g. LAN, Wifi). The output of the tool is rich media learning
resource, which can be crafted from public repositories (e.g. Youtube videos, Vimeo videos)
or local files (which are stored and streamed from publisher hosts) Learning content can be
adjusted by cropping interesting parts of videos. It also provides a platform for including
interactive videos for teachers and students and teachers are able to enrich video content with
audio tracks, notes and quizzes. Overall this is an effective learning tool with unlimited space
quoted for videos, classes and students.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of
security observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

54
Tool: TED Ed
www.ed.ted.com
Rating:
TED is a global community that aims to spread ideas. In order to do that it offers a set of freely
available videos featuring talks by knowledgeable, interesting and respected figures covering
almost all topics. Its newest initiative is TED's education, which is intended to raise the voices and
ideas of teachers and students. All TED talks are available for free in the form of short and
powerful videos (usually 18 minutes or less).
Usage
TED offers a highly responsive search facility to search its talks based on topics, languages and
duration. It is convenient to use and allows the viewer to search and select the talk which best
suits their needs or interests. In addition, its functionality "Surprise Me" allows the viewer to let
TED select a talk of a previously specified kind.
Review
As TED is an online application, it needs internet connection. However, it allows you to download
a talk in MP4 format, which let you see the videos even offline. You do not need to login in order
to use TED but if you do it you will have a more personalized experience.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone
or tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security
observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Title: GoConqr
www.goconqr.com
Rating:
GoConqr is a personal learning environment that allows students & teachers to create and share
learning resources. GoConqr includes tools to create Mind Maps, Flashcards, Notes and Quizzes. The
tool facilitates study planning and monitoring of progress in real time it also including collaboration
features, allowing one to connect with study partners to share knowledge. All of above should help
make studying easier and more productive. This software is relatively easy to access and use. They
offer three packages as well as an app that is downloadable to android and iOS devices. The three
packages are; the basic package which allows you to create 3 subjects and a total of 20 resources,
secondly the basic+ which allows you to create unlimited subjects and unlimited public resources by
referring 3 friends to GoConqr and finally a premium package that gives you the ability to create
private resources and go ad free for £9.99 per year. Overall, the software is user friendly and very
interactive.
Usage
This is a powerful tool for both students and educators. There is a suite of creation tools on offer
including; engaging Mind Maps, Flashcards, Slides and Quizzes. It succeeds in making study a more
immersive and imaginative experience. There is a library of 4 million learning resources covering
thousands of subject categories across multiple languages and exam levels. In addition, there are
interactive collaboration option such as the ability to set up or join a community, invite friends and
collaborate with peers. Either one can choose to share creations of one’s own, or those of other
learners and publicly published resources are free to use, copy, edit and share.
Review
“It's a very good app! I can use it for all my exam revision. But if you could create an update where we
can create cards, mind maps etc. straight on our devices that would be awesome.” ITunes Review of
app.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Tool: Adobe Captivate
www.adobe.com/products/captivate.html
Rating:
Adobe Captivate is a rapid responsive authoring tool that is used for creating eLearning content such as
software demonstrations, software simulations, branched scenarios, and randomized quizzes in Small
Web Formats (swf) and HTML5 formats. It can also convert Adobe Captivate generated files formats
(swf) to digital MP4 (.mp4) formats which can be played with media players or uploaded to video hosting
websites. It can also be used to create screencasts, and to convert Microsoft PowerPoint presentations to
swf and HTML5 formats. They do offer a teacher and student price that can purchase the license for
412.50 euros.
Usage
This tool is valuable as it has a responsive design. This means that from a single project, users can create
eLearning content that can be viewed across multiple devices such as tablets, phones, and laptops.
Furthermore it allows for HTML5 publishing which fully supports publishing to HTML5 formats. It also
creates a rapid eLearning authoring environment that allows users to create eLearning material without
having any knowledge of coding. It has rich multimedia capability and includes an extensive range of
assets that users can add to their courses. Moreover it provides an easy quizzing platform, thereby
providing interest and interactivity to an eLearning course. Scoring is also supported. All courses
produced can be published to any SCORM-compliant LMS.
Review
The program is intuitive and allows for a strong layering of effects, graphics, and outputs well. It handles
all media typically used for computer-based training, and the end result is high quality. It is an easy
program to learn quickly (though not within an hour and probably not for a novice) and once the program
is understood, is able to produce very complex interactions. “Overall the program is fantastic to work
with.” –Trevor S.- Review G2Crowd
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open source
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Tool: Softchalk
www.softchalk.com
Rating:
SoftChalk allows educators to create engaging, media-rich learning content quickly. They can also
use it to transform course materials in order to make them more interactive and improve the learning
experience of their students.
Usage
Softchalk is an easy-to-use tool that offers a flexible way to create and manage online course content
without having any computer or web programming skills. Within minutes, educators can easily
create interactive web pages that have a professional look and built-in navigation.
Using this tool helps to engage students with lessons that include interactive learning activities, selfassessment quizzes, pop-up text annotations and more (17 interactive learning activities and six type
of quiz questions are available).
Moreover, it allows educators to package their lessons into a single file to "play" their lessons on
Windows and MacOSX. Different plans and pricing levels are listed by edition with associated cost
and features. Since it is a cloud-based application, only a browser and an internet connection are
required in order to use it.
Review
Softchalk allows educators to get professionals results without requiring any programming skills. It
is a great platform to share their learning content with students and colleagues via CD-ROM, the
Internet, your Learning Management System, SoftChalk CONNECT and other learning object
repositories. The produced content will be portable and flexible. In fact, only one click is necessary
in order to publishing it to Blackboard, Sakai, MERLOT, SoftChalk CONNECT and other
learning/content management systems.
In addition, the created content is compliant with accessibility and e-learning standards.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Tool: Shift Learning
www.shiftlearning.com
Rating:
SHIFT is a fully comprehensive, all-inclusive, and diverse authoring tool. It’s simple, smart and
flexible. Even if you know how to code SHIFT is easy to use and quick to learn.
Usage
SHIFT can be classified as a ‘disruptive learning tool’ because it combines all the high end, high
quality graphics provided by a rich media authoring tool, with the quickness and ease of use of a
rapid e-learning authoring tool. This tool can be bought for approx. 80+euros a month.
One of the best features about SHIFT learning is that learners aren’t chained to a PC, SHIFT
allows you to create a course once, and automatically publish it on all devices (be it a desktop or a
mobile device. Courses are specifically designed to work well on these devices despite not having
an app). You don’t need redesign and adapt the course for each delivery option. This means
SHIFT goes beyond just HTML5 output; it dynamically adapts content for any screen, resolution,
or aspect ratio.
Review
The most important feature of shift learn is that it creates really engaging learning materials, it
understands what is needed to capture the attention of learners and gives an el-learning tool that
encapsulates innovative teaching methods. One of the main drawbacks about this tool is that it
seems to be more suited to the technically minded teachers, it uses code and for those who are not
tech savvy they might find this tool to be a challenge to get use to using.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone
or tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security
observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Tool: Udemy
www.udemy.com
Rating:
Udemy is a platform or marketplace for online learning. It provides a platform for experts of any
kind to create courses, which can be offered to the public, either at no charge or for a tuition fee.
Therefore provides tools, which enable users to create a course, promote it and earn money from
student tuition charges.
Usage
Using Udemy's course development tools users can upload video, PowerPoint presentation, PDFs,
audio, zip files and live classes to create courses. Instructors can also engage and interact with users
via online discussion boards.
Courses are offered across a breadth of categories, including business and entrepreneurship,
academics, the arts, health and fitness, language, music and technology. Also available is Udemy for
Business, enabling businesses access to a targeted suite of over 1 000 training courses on topics
from digital marketing tactics to office productivity, design, management, programming, and more.
Review
Pros
- Creating courses is free
- Large number of courses, in many languages
- Relatively easy to use. Search course tool bar helps finding courses
Cons
- Price of courses is not necessarily related to their quality
- Reviews of courses not very trustworthy
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: UDUTU
www.udutu.com
Rating:
UDUTU allows educators to create/use courses as well as to deploy them and measure the learning
experience. As content can be easily adapted from several media formats (MP4, PDF, PPT, …), existing
material can be used meaning that educators do not have to build their content form scratch. An internet
connection and an account are needed in order to use it. However, since it is a web application it does not
require any installation.
Usage
UDUTU offers an easy-to-use tool that can be utilized by educators without having to involve IT
specialists. Using this tool, multimedia can be easily integrated into online courses making them more
dynamic and engaging for students.
Anyone can create and manage effective online content with UDUTU. In fact, it is especially useful for
creating quizzes and surveys directly. Furthermore, it provides various other Course Authoring and
Learning Management System features such as hosted course tracking. For example, participants can host
their own courses for a fee, or they can create the course for free using UDUTU Course Authoring Tool and
then extract it to be hosted on UDUTU LMS. UDUTU offers different levels of membership each one with
different price and features. There is the free version, GURU $19.00/mo, GURU PRO $39.00/mo and
GURU MASTER $25K/one time fee.
Review
UDUTU offers a completely free online authoring tool and has its own LMS (as well as other services).
Educators can use this tool in order to create and export their courses and later host them in their own server
or LMS.
In order to represent different groups or topics, UDUTU uses several folders that allow its users to organize
their information in a flexible way. Educators can also create assessments screens, which include multiple
choice, order the steps, phrase matching and more. Overall, this tool allows educators to create engaging
content for their students regardless of the size of their classes.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Maintainability & Openness

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Security and Privacy

Is it open resource?

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Reliability

Origin

Acceptable level of data privacy
observed

Runs smoothly, without crashing
or undue delays

Is it a European project?
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Tool: Elucidat
www.elucidat.com
Rating:
Elucidat is an eLearning authoring tool that features a custom theme builder, pre-made templates, collaboration
tools, and a user-friendly design interface. It focuses on HTML5 course creation, and gives eLearning professionals
the opportunity to develop online learning materials that load quickly and run on any browser or mobile device.
Usage
This application offers such as Collaboration Tools which is software features with a built-in review and
commenting platform that allows you to provide feedback and communicate with members of your learning team.
It allows for quick Deployment by allowing educators to publish their eLearning course online or export it to
existing LMS. Elucidat supports SCORM, MOOC, and Tin Can. They also feature built-in hosting, which gives
you the ability to immediately share your courses online, thanks to their Elucidat Rapid Release system. It also
offers analytic features, Elucidat offers built-in learner analytics that you can use to track learner progress, identify
strengths and weaknesses, and gain insight into the effectiveness of the eLearning course design. It has an
extensive image library so educators gain access to over 25,000 e-learning Art images, which includes cut-outs,
graphics, and a wide variety of other learning resources. You can even manage your own images within the
program, in order to keep all of your eLearning design elements in one place. Finally, it offers gamification tools,
like badges and points, and supports content that is non-linear. One of the best things about Elucidat is that it’s
ideally suited for new and experienced eLearning professionals. If you’ve never worked with an eLearning
authoring tool before or are relatively new to eLearning course design, you can use their premade themes and
templates to design effective online courses. You simply input your data into the template and make minor
adjustments to suit the needs of your learners.
Review
"The simple, yet powerful authoring interface, collaboration, analytics and Tin Can API features of Elucidat have
been a great fit for PepsiCo and several others of our enterprise clients. We loved the authoring tool and platform
so much we became a reseller partner!”
Scott Matthews, CEO, Learning Evolution
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give full
functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 5:
Presentation and
Animation tools

63

Tool: Thing Link
www.thinglink.com
Rating:
Thing Link is tool that allows educators and students embed audio, video and rich media links directly in
images and share them across the web. This tool is free to use and very simple to operate. An effective tool
encourages interactive thinking and collaborating. In the classroom, setting it can be efficiently incorporated
into group work and every day teaching plans as a way to engage students. Thinglink is a cloud-based tool
so there is no need to download and install software with files being on a specific computer. Due to this,
users can access the service through multiple devices using several operating systems. Products are stored on
the ThingLink site so students or educators do not necessarily need a web site to publish however the option
to share to social media or other websites is featured and can be utilised if need be. Furthermore, ThingLink
supports multiple languages, including English, French, Japanese, Finnish, Spanish, Chinese, Swedish,
Italian, Hindi, Russian, Portuguese, German and Polish making it a diversely useful tool.
Usage
ThingLink can be used by teachers or students to designate parts of sites or pages with pictures and videos
that will produce a pop-up with a description and or a link to something else on the web when they are
scrolled over. To do this students and educators use rich media tags to incorporate links to other sources
such as YouTube, wiki,etc. By doing this educators and students make static images interactive and
henceforth learning becomes more engaging. ThingLink also allow users to track analytics of the images and
links that they have shared so users can keep track of how their images/videos have been received.
ThingLink is easy to set up for all major web publishing and blogging platforms, including WordPress,
Blogger, Tumblr, Wikispaces and Drupal., ThingLink offers plans targeting education with a free plan that
is very adequate for educational purposes and very easy to access. Sign up and account creation is
straightforward and can be done ahead of time by educators on behalf of students. The design interface
requires little training and is very simplistic in design.
Review
“Students can create, collaborate and communicate and engage in critical thinking and problem solving. It is
an amazing tool that is transforming teaching and learning. It’s a tool that can be used for annotating images
and defining through multimedia, students can use mobile apps for iOS and Android to quickly capture life’s
moments with wifi and overall it helps students develop 21st century skills.”- EdTech
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give full
functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

64

Tool: Piltochart
www.piktochart.com
Rating:
Piktochart is an online tool for creating infographics. Combining charts, graphs, text, and graphics, users
can easily assemble and present information using the drag-and-drop interface. Users choose a template,
or theme, and then fill it with their own information. Using Piktochart's bank of icons, images, fonts, and
other design tools, organizing and sharing information can be fun and engaging. Icons and images are
organized by subject, including education, entertainment, people, and shapes. Once completed, each
template can be saved for future editing, and the finished product can be exported as a PNG, JPEG, or
PDF file. The free user version can work on up to five themes at a time. The education pricing for an
individual is 35 euros for 12 months or 110euros for 30 accounts for 4 months. The paid accounts offer a
larger range of features and templates.
Usage
Picktochart can be used by students to learn concepts of grouping, graphing, and visually representing
pieces of information. By putting together a Picktochart infographic, they will interpret data and then
create a combination of text, images, and charts or graphs to share with others. Furthermore by
discovering what's visually appealing to their audience, students will improve their awareness of how
other people learn thereby helping them with future presentations. Educators can use it in their lesson
plans and in-class presentations. Used well, it can distil information into understandable chunks and
students should respond well to its sleek design.
Review
“Piktochart templates are set up to work well with all kinds of data, and students will be excited once
they see their own research looking so slick and professional. The design is fantastic, with modern,
charming icons and fonts, and it's not too difficult to make seriously high-quality infographics with
Piktochart. That said, it's not totally intuitive, and the guidance offered can be confusing. But if they poke
around enough, students will figure out how to use Piktochart for school projects, class presentations, and
maybe even just for fun.”-Teacher
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Tool: Explain Everything
www.explaineverything.com
Rating:
Explain Everything is an app for tablet, available both for iPad and for Android (at approximate
cost of 4 euro). The app allows you to create presentations and educational videos integrating the
handwriting. Starting from a whiteboard or from an existing document, you can add annotations,
images, videos, etc. recording the screen and the audio at the same time. The final output can be a
video, a PDF file or an image.
Usage
The usage options are extensive. It can be used to explain concepts to students, or students could
use it to provide collaborative feedback on each other’s work, it can be used to create a revision
resource for students or even create a multimedia lecture. There is an Explain Everything app
available for iOS, Android or windows devices. It is perfect for tech savvy teachers who want new
ways of engaging their classes and providing alternative methods of interaction for students.
Review
Engagement 4/5
Using social media and other content that can be imported from a variety of sources or created
right in the app, Explain Everything helps students learn by making presentation creation fun.
Learning Approach 4/5
Explain Everything empowers students to create presentations, lessons, tutorials, and more with
this highly adaptable tool. They're learning about digital creation in one of the best ways: by doing
it.
Support 3/5
Students will learn to use the many features on this app via a clear, detailed tutorial
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Tool: Prezi
www.prezi.com
Rating:
Prezi is a SaaS software tool for presentating. Its main innovating point is its user interface which
employs zoomings(ZUI) allowing users to zoom in and out of their presentation media. Prezi has
different prices depending on which plan we are going to use. We can use a regular plan, which has
4 different prices: free, enjoy ( 4GB of storage, 9€/month), pro (unlimited storage, 18€/month) and
teams (unlimited storage,13/month, you have to stay during a whole year). Educational plan which
has 3 different prices: eduEnjoy(4GB of storage, free), eduPro(unlimited storage, 4.92€/month) and
eduTeam(unlimited storages, 4.92€/month). In educational versions you have to pay for whole
years of services.
Usage
The user places presentation media (E.g. videos, texts...) on a canvas and navigates between them.
Users are allowed to pan and zoom, to size, rotate, or edit an object media.
Review
Prezi is an online application which allows you to access to your presentations from everywhere
unless you don't have internet access. You can install their software if you are using a non-free
version. Prezi generates a presentation which can be displayed on web or an executable presentation
that can be downloaded and played without an internet connection.
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Tool: iSpring Suite
www.ispringsuite.com
Rating:
iSpring Suite is a rapid learning authoring toolkit for developing professional e-Learning courses in
PowerPoint with embedded (or standalone) quizzes, surveys, and interactions. Output is compatible
with mainstream LMS standards (SCORM/AICC), and there is also an option to publish courses
specially for BlackBoard LMS. The cross-platform output format (Flash + HTML5) allows published
content to be viewed on any type of modern device. The price for a one user license starts at 550 euro,
however they provide a 40% educational discount off the retail price. One drawback is that it can be
quite complicated to get the PowerPoint to view on iPad or IPhone - there is a process for doing so but
is quite time consuming and complex.
Usage
This piece of software is really for utilising and increasing interactivity for PowerPoint’s (pp). It has
features such as ispring visual which allows enhancing design tools for pp presentations, ispring
talkmaster which allows for voice recording to be added as a conversation simulator, ispring screen
recorder which allows you to insert recorded video in the pp as well as ispring quiz maker which allows
you to integrate quizzes into pp. Overall there are many features that are designed and integrated with
the pp features to enhance the overall effectiveness of a standard pp.
Review
“I was most impressed with the ease of use of ISpring Suite. The software had almost no learning curve
because it fully integrates with Powerpoint I was able to get up and running almost immediately. I also
think the feature set that is present in this version of I Spring Suite is outstanding. The scenario builder
is an amazing and powerful application which is easy to configure and implement. Would definitely
recommend it.” Alphonso B- G2Crowd Reviews
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Tool: Powtoon
www.powtoon.com
Rating:
PowToon sets out to make animated video affordable and accessible to a wider audience. While the
output might not always be the most professional, particularly on the cheaper packages, it certainly
enables inexperienced individuals on limited budgets to produce engaging videos. The prices for
PowToon vary from 7 euro per export to monthly plans starting from 20 euro a month (depending
on requirements eg HD quality and length of video). For education institutes there are a variety of
plans available, the most suitable however would be the classroom plan which enables 60 students
and 1 teacher to use the software for 7.50euros a month.
Usage
As PowToon is an online application, it can only be used if connected to the internet so you will
struggle to for example to edit your PowToons whilst on the move, you can still view PowToons
that have been saved out as video files. Powtoon requires and the software itself cannot be
downloaded to your computers as it is an online application, if you are a premium user you can
download your finished videos and view them offline. It is accessible on portable devices but again
it requires internet access. Powtoon presentations are generated as an XML file which can be played
in the Powtoon online viewer, exported to YouTube or downloaded as an MP4 file. The key thing to
remember about PowToon is that it produces video. Pesentations look the same on Windows, Mac
and Linux.
Review
Many users have stipulated that while creating the videos is straightforward and the output looks
good it is a lengthy and time consuming process trying to ensure that the timing and the
manipulation of the animations are correct.
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Tool: Haiku Deck
www.hakiudeck.com
Rating:
Haiku Deck is a simple and straightforward application that can be used to create presentations. This tool
is one that has received a lot of positive feedback from educators as it takes some of the very basic
features of PowerPoint and puts them into an easy-to-use app. Due to this Haiku deck is familiar and
hassle free to use for anyone with basic PowerPoint experience. Finished presentations created via Haiku
are very much more aesthetically pleasing than alternative presentation applications such as Microsoft
PowerPoint and furthermore because this is an app-based application it is very convenient for educators
who travel a lot.
Usage
Haiku Deck allows users to incorporate many features in order to create stand out presentations. To do
this the application offers a choice of themes and high-quality Creative Commons licensed photos to
enhance the visual display of the presentation. It also allows users to import photos from photo roll on
iOS devices, from Facebook, Instagram, Flickr and Dropbox in order to make the presentation more
specific. Applying fonts, image settings, layouts and colour palettes are all easily accessible and allow
for quick editing of the presentations. As Well as this Haiku Deck makes the sharing of the final product
a simple process. Decks (the final presentations) can be shared via email, Twitter, Facebook or embed in
a blog, they can also be displayed with an iPad, a projector, a smartphone, or any web browser or easily
exported to PowerPoint, Keynote, or PDF. Finally, users can alter privacy settings, which make it easy
to control who can view your deck right from the app.
Review
This software works really well on a variety of platforms and especially well on IOS devices via the app.
The free version offers a wide range of free images and templates. Overall, it is a really efficient and
effective way to produce presentations that are different and will stand out. Due to the simplistic nature
of this application, it is perfect for both students and teachers to use as it does not take much time to
learn and start putting to use.
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Tool: Canva
www.canva.com
Rating:
Canva is a graphic design tool for the Web and for iOS. Users create an account (with an email address
or by linking their Google or Facebook account) and then follow a tutorial, which orients users on how
to get started and how to use the tool's many features. Users can upload their own images and create
their own layouts or choose from a selection of built-in images and design templates. Once users have
finished creating, their designs are automatically saved to the cloud and they're accessible from the
user's home page in the app or on the website. Users then can export their creations via email, as
Facebook posts, or via Twitter, and they can download their images in JPG, PNG, or PDF format.
Usage
For students, Canva can be used as a go-to creation tool for class projects, it can be used to create
posters and presentation in an original and artistic way. Canva is also a useful tool for adding captions
to images or for simple sharing via social media. The flexible features for creation and for export make
this an excellent tool for helping even a novice create and share slick, simple graphic design. The tool
has great templates built in for social media posts (like templates sized for Facebook and Twitter profile
images) and it's easy to use the tool to connect via social media.
Review
“The only flaw I have so far been able to find with Canva is that it is a new player on the market. As
such, I would be very worried if I was in competition with it. While it doesn't have the comprehensive
level of development you might find in others, it does have more than enough features, good enough for
any school. -ICT coordinator at Hillcrest College
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Tool: Diigo
www.diigo.com
Rating:
Diigo is a free social bookmarking, research, and knowledge sharing tool that allows signed-up
users to bookmark and tag Web pages. The name "Diigo" is an acronym from "Digest of Internet
Information, Groups and Other stuff".
Usage
Diigo allows users to manage the content in the Internet and highlight any part of a webpage and
attach sticky notes to specific highlights or to a whole page. These annotations can be kept private,
shared with a group within Diigo, or be forwarded to someone else via a special link. Three main
navigation menus of Diigo are My Library, My Network, and My Group are connected to the key
principles of Diigo explicitly; researching, sharing and collaborating. My Library houses
bookmarking urls, highlighted texts, pictures, videos, and sticky notes. It is the area where
bookmarks are organized and managed. My Network creates a "content-centric social network," in
which people are connected by what they clip, tag, and highlight. My Group provides
collaborative research and learning tool that allows any group of people to pool their findings
through group bookmarks, highlights, sticky notes, and forum discussions. With the messaging
system people can see if friends are on line, send messages, or share bookmarks to engage in
interesting conversations.
Review
With Diigo user can organize, annotate and share information available on the webpage. Diigo's
features allow to highlight critical features within text and images and write comments directly on
the web pages, to collect and organize series of web pages and web sites into coherent and
thematic sets, and to facilitate online conversations within the context of the materials themselves.
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Tool: Pinterest
www.pinterest.com
Rating:
Printerest is a thematic social networking service available as a free website or downloadable for
mobile devices as a dedicated app. It is a visual bookmarking tool that helps discover and save
creative ideas.
Usage
In Pinterest users can upload, save, sort, and manage images and other media content through
collections known as pinboards. It is possible to browse the content and share everything that’s
important to him/her. Pinterest offers a virtual pinboard where can be added new articles or images
from the web, according to own interests. In this way the user can organize and plan his/her web
activity and share favourite articles, pictures and info with colleagues. Content can also be found
outside of Pinterest and similarly uploaded to a board via the "Pin It" button, which can be
downloaded to the bookmark bar on a web browser, or be implemented by a webmaster directly on
the website. Some websites include red and white "pin it" buttons on items, which allow Pinterest
users to pin them directly. There is also a possibility to send a pin to other Pinterest users and email
accounts through the "Send" button.
Review
Using the tool on devices with iOS and Android is available by app or in case of Windows Phone
by the external app Pin.it (the developer of this app is not associated with Pinterest). Users can use
Pinterest via browser. An account is required to use the tool.
It is a great tool as it is easy to set up, interesting to use and free. Students can relate to this app as
it is considered a mainstream social media platform, so incorporating it into education is relevant
and interesting for the student.
With Pinterest user can view, store and share different type on information collected created on the
pinboards.
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Tool: Flipboard
www.flipboard.com
Rating:
Flipboard is a social-network aggregation, magazine-format mobile app localized in more than 20
languages. It collects content from social media and other websites, and presents it in magazine
format.
Usage
Flipboard allows users to "flip" through their social-networking feeds and feeds from websites that
have partnered with the company. Flipboard can be used as a source of information and inspiration,
not as a course development tool. It allows users to collect stories, images, videos into own magazine
and manage all created magazines in a convenient dashboard at https://editor.flipboard.com/. Users
can share the articles via e.g e-mail, Twitter, Facebook.
Review
Access to the service is free. Apps for IOS, Android and Windows Phone mobile devices are available
without any charge. The tool is easy to access as reviewing the Flipboard resources is possible via
browser or dedicated apps and requires an Internet connection. User needs to create an account to
login to the service or the user can integrate an account with Facebook, Twitter, Google. Flipboard is
comparable to a personal magazine, which lets to keep up on the news, follow topics, magazines and
people user finds interesting. Additionally, it is possible to share stories, videos and photos that are
worth to follow.
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Tool: Pocket
www.getpocket.com
Rating:
Pocket, previously known as Read It Later, is an application and service for managing a reading list
of articles from the Internet. It enables the collation of web content (articles, videos, pictures) that a
user wants to watch and read.
Usage
Pocket allows the user to save an article or web page to the cloud for later reading. The article is
then sent to the user's Pocket list (synced to all of their devices) for offline reading. Pocket removes
clutter from articles and allows user to adjust text settings for easier reading. User can share the
articles e.g. via e-mail, Facebook, Twitter.
Review
Reviewing the Pocket resources requires the Internet connection. The User needs to create an
account. Pocket profile can be integrated with Google. For iOS and Android devices, there is
dedicated app. For Windows Phone user can install a free Pocket client Poki. If there is no dedicated
application - Pocket's web version is available. Very useful tool as it is a Place, where user
(students) discovers, saves and recommends web content worth to visit.
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Tool: Polona
www.polona.pl
Rating:
Polona is thematically collection of data, a national digital library available via webpage. It enables
the user to view and read books, journals and other types of documents, which reflects the polish
culture.
Usage
Polona allows user to have access to different type of documents possessed by National Library,
available in digital form. It enables the user to search, read, comment and download the available
sources as well as share them using the social services. There is an option to create own collection on
the basis of existed materials.
Review
The service is available for free. Access to the service is easy and available via browser and requires
the Internet connection. User is not obligated to create an account while viewing the library.
However the creation own collection and making notes requires a personal account. With Polona
user has access to the digital repository of the National Library, which sources reflect the polish
culture.
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Tool: Feedly
www.feedly.com
Rating:
Feedly is a tool for organising, reading and sharing the content from your favourite feeds, blogs and
news sites. It compiles news feeds from a variety of online sources for the user to customize and share
with others. The tool can be used for free. However, the paid versions: Pro and Team with the extended
list of functionalities are available.
Usage
By using the tool, users can view and read news from the favourite webpages, manage and organised
into categories and selected RSS sources. Because it is powered by RSS, feedly is an open system: you
can add any RSS feed to your feedly and easily read the content of your favorite feeds on the go. Feedly
integrates into web browsers, appearing as a clickable icon that redirects the user to their Feedly Page,
where all of the news feeds are found. The user can also customize the content aggregated by Feedly to
include own personal preference of RSS feeds. Any article can then be shared using e.g. e-mail,
Facebook, Google+, Twitter, and a variety of other services.
Review
The Feedly runs on browser and a mobile application is available for iOS and Android devices. Internet
access is required to view the information. The User is obligated to create an account. It is possible to
use the Feedly profile or integrate it with eg. Facebook, Twitter.
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Tool: Scoopit
www.scoop.it
Rating:
Scoop.it is a curation tool that allows users to collect information about a topic of interest and
display it all on one attractive visual page. The platform is dedicated to organising links to websites
in one centralized page. A basic version with limited features is available for free (Free Trial). Two
option Pro and Business are paid ones. Pricing details are available on: https://www.scoop.it/pricing
Usage
Each website that user ‘scoop’ appears on the webpage in its own self-contained box. User can
personalize this box, to a certain degree by adding a short description and some tags. A tag is
usually a one word indicator of what a particular piece of information is referring to. It is a label
which enables users to categorize and facilitates search processes in Scoop.it. The tool allows users
to share the data thanks to integration with e.g. Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Pinterest.
Review
Scoop.it requires an account. User can use the Diigo profile or integrate it with Facebook or Twitter.
Access to tool is possible by any computer or browser. Additionally, mobile apps for Scoop.it are
available on iOS and Android.
Output
With Scoop.it user can discover content on interesting topics by reviewing suggestion lists and the
topics from other curators. The information can be selected and published with individual comments
using the social services.
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Tool: Google Scholar
www.googlescholar.com
Rating:
Google Scholar is a freely accessible web search engine that indexes the full text or metadata of
scholarly literature across an array of publishing formats and disciplines.
Usage
Google Scholar provides a simple way to broadly search for scholarly literature. From one place, you
can search across many disciplines and sources: peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, abstracts and
articles, from academic publishers, professional societies, preprint repositories, universities and other
scholarly organizations. It can also be used as a source of information when searching for specific
topics.
Review
Access to the service is free. Apps for mobile devices are available from external organizations.
GoScholar for iPad and iPhone is available and costs 4,99$. For Android users can use Scholar
Droid, which is available for free. Access to Google Scholar is a web service available via browser
and its usage requires Internet access. Apps for mobile devices can be downloaded and installed on
mobile devices, however they are from external sellers. Google Scholar is useful as it indexes the full
text or metadata of scholarly literature across an array of publishing formats and disciplines. User
can search for digital or physical copies of articles, technical reports, preprints, theses, books, and
other documents, whether online or in libraries.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 7:
Video Hosting and
Editing Tools

81

Tool: Youtube
www.yotube.com
Rating:
A key learning resource and a place for anyone to share their own video content. YouTube is filled
with fantastic video footage on practically every imaginable topic. Videos are a fantastic way of
enhancing lessons as meaningful footage, graphics and sound effects can evoke even more interest in
the subject.
Usage
YouTube can also be used in conjunction with other commonly used programs such as Microsoft
PowerPoint. By simply copying the URL of the YouTube clip and pasting it onto the PowerPoint
slide then hitting the space bar you will access the live link and view the video directly from the slide
- this allows for a blended learning experience. You Tube clips can be used to promote classroom
discussions, this is a robust approach to teaching which allows students to create, edit and upload and
discuss their own videos is an even more powerful application of teaching.
Review
YouTube is an ad-funded video-hosting service and is free to use. However, in the U.S, it is currently
trialling YouTube Red which is a paid membership that gives you Ad-free videos, options to save
videos and playlists for offline use and free Google Play Music subscription. Anyone with a digital
camera or video camera and internet connection can create, upload and share their own videos on
YouTube, to use this as an educational tool can be a challenge and a thrill for students. YouTube is a
publishing tool and a video hosting service.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Vimeo
www.vimeo.com
Rating:
Vimeo is a video sharing platform that users can upload, share and view videos from. It has a three
tier pricing system that ranges from free accounts to premium accounts that cost 180euros per year.
The tool is available in four languages, English, Spanish, German and French. Vimeo is a higher
standard video tool to others as its standard definition is HD with higher alternatives available as
well.
Usage
Within education Vimeo is sometimes considered a preferable option to YouTube as it has a
simple interface and there is no-third part advertising. It can be used by students and teachers to
share videos on specific topics, to create reflective videos supporting learning, to provide
assessment and feedback or to create subject specific playlists. Vimeo, like YouTube, is useful for
on the go learning as it provides users with an app they can download and view videos as they go.
Review
“Using Vimeo as a classroom tool is advantageous as it is free, Offers privacy options, 500 MB of
storage every week, teachers/ students can upload 1 HD video per week, users can easily share
videos (with other classes, or other students.) and unlike YouTube, feedback is generally positive
and constructive. However, there are some limitations such as video authors/owners are not held
accountable for accuracy of information in videos; content may not be objective and while students
browse the different channels, they may be exposed to inappropriate material.”- Teachweb

Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Blender
https://www.blender.org/
Rating:
Blender is an open source software suite primarily used for the creation of 3D
modelling, animation as well as for full video editing. Supported versions of Blender
will run on Mac OS X, Windows, Linux and FreeBSD (which is basically Unix).
Usages
Blended can be used by students and educators to create interactive videos using clips
and footage. Clips can be placed on a timeline, edited for length, overlapped with
others, and joined with a range of transitions or fades. Moreover, various advanced
features can also be accessed including 2D and 3D motion tracking, compositing of
animated objects and real footage depending on how familiar the user feels with the
software.
Review
“As Blender is an open source project the documentation can be a little random at
times, but the healthy user forums mean that you can usually find the answer to your
question without much difficulty. You will of course have a fair few questions because
there is simply so much you can do with this software. If Blender was on sale for a
couple of hundred pounds it wouldn’t look out of place. The fact that you get a
package like this for free is….well, ridiculous.” PC Advisor
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of
security observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: VideoScribe
www.videoscribe.com
Rating:
VideoScribe is a unique way to create engaging animated videos quickly and easily. You are
empowered to bring impact to your message without technical or design knowledge. VideoScribe is
available as a desktop version, an iPad app and an Android app on Google Play. The desktop version
allows a seven day free trial after which users can buy VideoScribe Pro on monthly, yearly or one-off
subscriptions, which gives users rights for commercial and resell use. There are multi-user discounts
for education establishments are £16 per month, £114 per year, £389 One-Off Payment (there is also a
7-day free trial).
Usage
Videoscribe can be used to create marketing videos, instructional talks, add a visual to your talk or
story, bring illustrations to life, show text, logos or photos and keep any audience captivated.
Suggested ways that videoscribe can be used in education is for explaining ideas, sharing rules,
introducing writing topics or creating a debates. Whilst the ways mentioned are not an exhaustive list
of ideas or necessarily going to transform teaching and learning, they may inspire teachers and pupils
to use the Videoscribe HD app on iOS devices, Mac and PC Desktop versions creatively. Pupils could
demonstrate their learning and used it as a tool as part of independent work. Teachers could use it as a
way to engage children in a lesson or to explain a concepts. Videoscribe is quite simple to use, and
once the animation and music are combined the finished presentation can be very empowering. It can
produce real quality results in a matter of a few minutes by both children as young as Early Years right
through older children and adult who can explore some of the more complex features.
Reviews
""If you want to get your message out to the masses and keep them engaged on your site, this is an
amazing way to capture their attention and engage with them. If they can stay with you a bit longer, the
chances of making a conversion is greatly increased. It won’t take you long to learn how to create
animations with this software, and the good part is that it’s fun!"-Rob Hemphill independent marketer
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Exaltive
www.exaltive.com
Rating:
Exaltive is a suite of interactive technologies that enriches the viewing experience of both new and
existing videos to make it more personal and effective for workforce and education. The suite
includes Designer, Interactive Player, Portal Integration Adapters, Channels, and Video Library,
which together organize and optimize workplace videos.
Usage
This software can be used to create interactive videos that are easy for students to understand.
Exlative is a useful tool for creating personalized instructions, workflows, dynamic presentations
which engage students in a way traditional videos for learning cannot.
Review
This particular software offers a series of webinars that will help you understand what is required to
use this tool effectively. It is a very interesting tool that provides access to information in a unique
way that is engaging for students. However it does require well developed ICT skills and so will
appeal more to the tech savvy.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: GoAnimate
www.goanimate4schools.com
Rating:
GoAnimate a cloud-based platform for making animated videos. It allows users to develop both narrative
videos, in which characters speak with lip-sync and move around, and video presentations, in which a
voice-over narrator speaks over images and props, which may also move around. GoAnimate has lots of
options for creating quite slick videos. One can experiment with a wide variety of themes, characters,
props, and animations. Students can type in what they want characters to say to hear a (somewhat robotic)
voice speak the lines, or they can record their own lines directly into the video. The animations they create
are then placed in the class "library" and can be seen by the teacher and other students when they log in.
The packages for education institutes vary in price, from 54euros for an individual to 330 eruos for 5
teachers and 200 students.
Usage
In School: Teachers can create their own GoAnimate videos to flip classes, provide remediation for
struggling students or to get students engaged about a new unit. Administrators could use videos to
promote school programs, reinforce policies, or inform parents and community members about new
initiatives. Importantly, students can create GoAnimate videos to demonstrate or extend learning. instead
of a written report, a PowerPoint or a research paper, students can create an animated video.
Review
“I like that in GoAnimate there are many choices for themes to choose from. Some are more complicated
and sophisticated, and others are more simple. There is one animation theme that only requires the user to
choose between a few animal choices, and then simply type in the text to be spoken. On that particular
theme the animation is already set, so it requires less tinkering, which might be good with younger
students or students with limited computer skills. Students have a lot of fun with this app because of the
many choices of characters, motions, and props..”-Teacher
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give full
functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 8:
Blogging and Social
Networking Tools

88
Tool: Facebook
www.facebook.com
Rating:
Although primarily used by individuals for personal networking, it is also seen as a useful tool within
education to support both study groups and course sites. Facebook wasn’t created for educational
purposes, but you’d be surprised of how the social affordances of this versatile tool can generate great
potentials for social learning
Usage
Facebook can be used by the instructor to share course resources, fire up discussions, promote
collaboration, improve relationships between students, incorporate an array of learning tools (such as
videos, images, boards, chatting and private messaging), and use it in conjunction with other social media
platforms, like Twitter.
How you can use Facebook for your advantage –as an instructor there are features to create closed groups,
create polls to receive feedback, create questionnaires or upload course contents, material and resources in
your account or the closed 5. Urge your students to introduce themselves, connect and collaborate.
Review
Facebook accounts and pages are free to setup. Paid ads to promote your Page or boost post reach are
available; CPC variable pricing with a budget to control spending In terms of ease of access, the huge
popularity of Facebook as a mobile app is a clear indicator of its scoreSocial media is an ingrained part of
today’s society, with students of all ages constantly on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and many other
site. If you want to bring the “real world” into the classroom, consider integrating social media into your
lessons.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Blogger
www.blogger.com
Rating:
Blogger is a publishing service that allows multi-users to upload time stamped blog entries. This
blogging service is hosted by Google and is free to set up and use. More over it allows for blog
posting that are completely unbranded and ad free which is more suitbale for educational purposes.
Blogger is a useful platform for introducing blogs into an education setting as it is open source and
automatically submits your blog to one of the largest search engines available making it easier for
students to find and read.
Usage
Blogger is conceptually simple to use. It only requires a log in to set up and the features provided by
the free service are satisfactory enough for regular blog users but not too overwhelming for new
users to come to grasp with. The blogs are edited through a Word-like editor (text/HTML views),
which is a familiar platform for most users and the application does require an internet connection at
all times which may be a problem for some students. There is a maximum of 100 blogs per user
account but there is no quoted maximum storage space.
Review
“Using blogger in the classroom can be efficient as it makes it easy for teachers to Post resources,
lessons, and homework assignments, Keep parents up-to-date on class happenings, Reflect on their
own teaching practices and share their ideas with other educators.
Furthermore Blogger makes it easy for students to Share schoolwork with their peers, parents, and
others, Collaborate on projects and get feedback from others and Keep a reflective journal
throughout the school year”.- WetEd Review for Google
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Todays Meet
www.todaysmeet.com
Rating:
Todays Meet is a microblogging backchannel that empowers computer classroom teachers to generate a
discussion, without the interference of raised hands or student disruption. Today’s Meet is similar to
Twitter or Edmodo, as it gets students chatting, using a 140-character limit and an easy-to-use interface.
Usage
Overall Todays Meet is a useful tool as it helps teachers conduct online discussions, while channeling the
results onto one web page or an Interactive White Board. Students can get to Todays Meet with the click
of a mouse, if the teacher provides a link on a classroom blog or classroom. One of the disadvantages is
that since Todays Meet is a backchannel and backchannels are a form of social media, school district
servers may block Todays Meet. All students need a computer or mobile device to use Todays Meet.
Today's meet is very simple to access and its free. Joining a TodaysMeet room is as simple as visiting a
web page. A room's web address (or URL) is the same as its name, so if the room is Ilovescience, the
address is https://todaysmeet.com/Ilovescience.
Review
“TodaysMeet is a simple site that allows and promotes out-of-classroom conversation, but still requires
teacher monitoring and guidance. The site can only be successful for learning if the teacher sets up
parameters for digital citizenship and provides engaging content for reaction and collaboration. The site
simply serves as a platform for these standards to take place.”- Graphite Rreview.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Wikipedia
www.wikipedia.com
Rating:
Wikipedia is a free-access, free-content Internet encyclopaedia, supported and hosted by the nonprofit Wikimedia Foundation.
Usage
Wikipedia allows to search for and read Wikipedia articles written in any language, at the
beginning of its existence Wikipedia articles could be edited by any reader, even those who did
not have a Wikipedia account. However today e.g. English Wikipedia and some other Wikipedia’s
gradually have restricted modifications (only registered users may create a new article).
Modifications to all articles would be published immediately. As a result, any article could contain
inaccuracies such as errors, ideological biases, and nonsensical or irrelevant text. Each article and
each user of Wikipedia has an associated "Talk" page. These form the primary communication
channel for editors to discuss, coordinate and debate.
Review
Access to the service is free. Apps for IOS, Android and Windows Phone (for Windows Phone
developed by mobile devices are available without any charge. Reviewing the Wikipedia
resources is easy and possible via browser or dedicated apps however it requires the Internet
access. Overall it is a widely used and highly popular encyclopaedia containing millions of articles
in different languages.
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Wykop.pl
www.wykop.pl
Rating:
Wykop.pl is a web-based service to add, assess (vote) and comment information, which were shared
by other Wykop’s user. The service is a collection of links regarding various topics, which people
find interesting and worth to visit.
Usage
Using Wykop.pl people can view articles and the most popular can be available at the main page of
the portal. Each user with an account can search and add interesting links, which may be assessed by
the others. New added link goes to wykop.pl for 24 hours and the voting process decides or it will be
visible on portal mainpage or send to the archive. There is a possibility to share the found
information on Facebook or Twitter. Additionally, wykop.pl has a blogging part, where user can
publish some statements on any topic.
Review
The service is available for free. Access to the service is available via browser and requires the
Internet connection. For viewing the information user is not obligated to create an account. However,
the creation of own collection, voting and sharing process requires a personal account. Wykop.pl is
an online service, which store links to information proposed by Wykop’s users to read, comment and
assess.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 9:
Webinar and Meeting
Tools

94
Tool: GoToMeeting
www.gotomeeting.com
Rating:
Overview
GoToMeeting is a widely used flexible tool for teleconferencing and online meetings or holding webinars.
It can be used from any browser as well as most mobile devices, with or without a camera. There are quite
extensive features in the free version, while the professional versions offer even more powerful tools.
GoToWebinar, a subsidiary of GTM. It is especially convenient for education as it allows educators to set
up online seminars and invite students, lecturers and panellists to join. It is a really useful way to
incorporate online tools to communicate with students in remote areas. It is an easy way to deliver online
seminars. There are a number of different price packages available for GoToWebinar, it ranges from a free
thirty day trial, to a starter package that is 82Euros per month up to 100 attendees, the pro version which is
182Euros per month up to 500 attendees and the Plus version which is 273Euros per month up to 1000
attendees
Usage
Using Go To Webinar is a popular platform for educators as it allows for such as hosting webinars in
English, German, Spanish, French, Italian and Chinese. This webinar service integrates with Outlook, or
you can have the application distribute invitations. If you use GoToWebinar's application, you can invite
people as presenters, and they have presenter roles as soon as they log in. This webinar service has
integration for Facebook and Twitter so you can also promote your conference through these social media
outlets. Finally, you can also add participants during the seminar by sharing the meeting's unique URL.
This service has apps so that people can attend using a smartphone or tablet.
Review
“With 100% of ‘Fortune100’, and 98% of ‘Fortune500’ companies as its clients, GoToWebinar can be
recommended without hesitation to any company seriously committed to maximizing reach of their target
audiences, in the most cost-effective, secure and reliable manner. With unmatched and multiple userfriendly, features, GoToWebinar stands head and shoulders above the rest.”- The Review Jury Online
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give full
functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Skype
www.skype.com
Rating:
Skype is a free software program that allows you to make free voice and video calls to any other
computer in the world via a high-speed internet connection. Tools like Skype allow students in even the
most rural areas to connect with other students, educators, or interesting people from around the world,
creating myriad educational opportunities.
Usage
Collaborating with other classes is probably the most popular way to use Skype in the classroom.
Possible scenarios include: Reading to another class- Connecting with reading buddies. When students
have worked all semester long on a project and you would love to have them make a formal presentation
to another group of students. Students can virtually present projects to another class and have the other
class critique their work. To take this one step further, educators could pair students from each class to
work on the project virtually and then work together to present the projects via Skype. Polishing
language skills- Foreign-language teachers have embraced Skype as a powerful tool to reinforce secondlanguage acquisition. By partnering with a class in another country, both classes can refine their
conversational skills. It also serves as a way for students to gain first-hand knowledge of another culture.
Be aware, however, that time-zone differences can sometimes make these collaborations prohibitive..
Review
Skype is a very useful tools as there is a number of useful outputs that can prove successful in the
classroom. Skype can be used for message, voice and video call, all from one app. It can also be used for
free group video calls. It can be used as a file sharing tool and can be used to send pictures and files, or
share your screen. Skype Translator will translate your conversation into another language in near realtime allowing you to speak with anyone around the world.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Adobe Connect
www.adobe.com/es/products/adobeconnect.html

Rating:
It is a web conferencing software service that offers immersive online meeting experiences for small
group collaboration, virtual classrooms and large scale webinars, to create information and general
presentations, online training materials, web conferencing, learning modules, and user desktop
sharing. Adobe connect is a flash technology based which is defined as a well-finished product. Its
GUI is quite intuitive and well organised to allow all user to learn how it work easily and fast.
Usage
Users of this tool can benefit from an array of features such as unlimited and customizable meeting
rooms, Multiple meeting rooms per user, Breakout sessions within a meeting, VoIP, Audio and
video conferencing, Meeting recording, Screen sharing, Notes, chat, and whiteboards, User
management, administration, and reporting, Polling, Central content library and Collaboration
Builder SDK. Adobe connect is priced at $1250/year on Adobe Connect Webinars version.
$3500/year on Adobe Connect Learning version. Adobe Connect Meetings version $500/year. Onemonth free trial available.
Review
As it has many features the output of this tool can vary a lot, for example we could do screen and
document sharing, polls, Q6A, chat, notes, whiteboard, rich media sharing
This tool can be accessed through web, so internet connection is required to use it. It is ready for
multiple devices such as desktop, tablets or mobile. However, as it requires internet connection it
could be potentially unavailable in some cases or even could have bad performance if the Internet
bandwidth is not enough.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Section 10:
Course Management
Tools
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Tool: Blackboard Collaborate
www.blackboard.com
Rating:
Blackboard Collaborate™ is a web-hosted collaborative learning platform. This tool re-designs the
system and offers a level of engagement which makes trainees feel like they’re together in the same
room, this is possible due to its conference and collaboration features.
Usage
Blackboard Collaborate participants can join a live web conference for online classes, meetings,
one-on-one tutoring, group projects, office hours, and much more:. For example:
- view whiteboard content, including images, presentations and annotations;
- view shared applications and desktops;
communicate with moderators and others via text chat and two-way audio;
- raise their virtual hand for questions or comments;
use emotions to indicate laughter, confusion, or approval;
-particiapte in breakout room sessions;
Blackboard Collaborate has been redesigned to make anytime web conferencing with your students
simpler, easier, and more reliable. But Blackboard also offer services, analytics, and
communication tools to support everyone's learning.
Pricing information is not available on its website so if you want to know it, please contact the
vendor directly
Review
As it is a web application, you must have Internet acces in order to use it. In addition there are some
requirements that you must meet if you want to use its web conferencing, you must use the English
version, only windows operating systems support all its features and Java 7o higher must be
installed. Overall it is one of the most popular course management systems in education
establishments today as it is efficient and effective to use.

Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Moodle
www.moodle.org
Rating:
Moodle is an open-source software learning management system which aims to help educators,
administrators and learners to create personalised learning enviroments. It is scalable from a few
students to millions of users, robust, secure and private.
Usage
It has a simple interface and drag-and-drope features that make it easy to use. However since Moodle
offers many possibilities it requires training and experience to be effective.
Review
Although Moodle is provided freely it requires people to build the system and maintain it. In addition
it needs to either have a server in-house or have it hosted on the web.
As Moodle is web-based it can be accessed from anywhere as long as you're connected to the
Internet. You can even access to content on the Moodle platform using a mobile device.
With Moodle you can take advantage of a powerful set of tools to create an enviroment that enhance
teaching and learning. One of the advantages of using Moodle is that through activity logs you can
carry out an exhaustive follow up of the participants.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: SharePoint
www.sharepoint.com
Rating:
SharePoint is an integrated suite of products from Microsoft that allows its users to create a social
intranet and a collaboration portal. It can be found as a cloud-based app or as an application
running on its user’s infrastructure.
Usage
SharePoint has many features such document sharing, calendaring, discussions and more. In fact,
it counts with an app store that allows its users to discover downloadable useful applications.
Its social features (blogs, communities, Wikis, RSS feeds, ...) make collaboration easier. It seems
that currently its being used by organizations more than by learning environments. However, due
to its characteristics it could help the way students organize themselves and collaborate with each
other.
Review
There are several licences depending on the needs of its users.
E.g. SharePoint Online is licensed on a per-user basis. It can be purchased either as a standalone
plan or included as part of Office 365 plans (SharePoint Online Plan 1 - 4.2€ user/month, Plan 2 8.40€ user/month). SharePoint online allows its users to get rid of the overhead of managing an
infrastructure of their own. Moreover, as there are mobile apps for Android, IOS and Windows
Phone, its content is accessible from almost everywhere as long as an internet connection is
available. SharePoint offers a safe place to organize, store and share information that will be
available from any device.
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone
or tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security
observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Tool: Sakai
www.sharepoint.com
Rating:

Sakai is a Learning Management System created to support teaching, research and collaboration.
Sakai is developed by an international community of universities and small colleges, K-12
systems, hospitals, government organizations, research societies and political parties. Sakai offers
a cutting edge platform for online learning.
Usage
Sakai allows developer to upload files using a drag and drop system. It gives you several
estructures that will help you to do your development even faster. However, due to its wide range
of possibilities it is necessary training and experience to do it effectively. This is also an effective
tool as it is available in a multitude of languages such as Arabic, Basque, Catalan, Chinese,
German, Dutch, English, French, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Mongolian, Malay,
Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish and Vietnamese
Review
Sakai is an open-source software so it has no monetari cost. As Sakai is web-based software it can
be accessed from anywhere. However, there are some requisites, you need to be connected to the
Internet and you need to have an account to access. Even with a mobile device you can log in to
see the content of the course. The output of this software is a course where the user can upload
and download resources, make and answer activities such as quizes, questionaries or tests. In
addition, they will be able to create and participate in chats and forums.

Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone
or tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security
observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Tool: Khan Academy
www.khanacademy.org
Rating:
Khan Academy is a non-profit educational organization created in 2006 by educator Salman Khan to
provide a free, world-class education for anyone, anywhere. The organization produces short lectures in the
form of YouTube videos. In addition to micro lectures, the organization's website features practice exercises
and tools for educators. All resources are available for free to anyone around the world. The content
available on the website is majorly in English but they have launched Hindi Content recently.
Usage
Khan academy offers free online materials to facilitate learning in the areas of Math, science, computer
programming, history, art, economics, and even more free online classes. It does this through tutorials and
through providing exercises that sharpen and develop skills in the core areas of the courses. The Khan
academy has gained notoriety for its work in free online learning and has received donations from Google,
AT&T and the Bill and Miranda Gates foundation in order to further the KA resources. Logging into the site
can be done via a Google or a Facebook account for those who do not want to create a separate Khan
Academy account. The material can also be accessed through Khan Academy's own mobile applications,
which can be found free of charge in Google Play, App Store and Windows Store.
Review
Khan Academy is designed for self-paced learning, and, in general, it's a solid resource to supplement
classroom instruction on basic math skills. The site is continually growing, and updates include a broader
range of subjects and lessons. The dashboard has improved over previous versions: lessons are
recommended based on progress, and navigation is easier. A companion iPad app allows video downloads
for offline viewing, and there's even a new version of the site in Spanish. There's also a new Coach
Resources section, aimed at parents, tutors, and teachers, with helpful tutorials on using the site. Parents and
tutors may find some of the case-study videos particularly useful in helping kids get the most out of the site.
As Sal has said, "What you see today at Khan Academy is a very crude approximation of where we'll be in
five or 10 years." Review from- https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/khan-academy
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at extra
cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Security and Privacy

Can it be installed, learned and used
within one hour?

Origin

Accepted level of security observed

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Is it a European product?

Accepted level of data privacy

Reliability

Maintainability & Openness

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

Is it open resource
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Tool: Articulate
www.en-uk.articulate.com
Rating:
Articulate Storyline helps in creating polished interactive courses. It is an e-learning authoring software
that integrates embedding, onscreen capture, interactivity etc in one package. It is simple enough for
beginners and powerful enough for experts. Articulate Storyline can publish elearning courses for mobile
Device such as iPad and Android devices. The output of Articulate is compliant with SCORM, AICC and
Tincan. One of the biggest disadvantages is that this package-beginning price is 182 euros a month.
However, it is set up on a month-to-month payment basis so no contract is required.
Usage
Articulate can be used to publish content online with one click, track who is using and viewing your
presentations and run reports that monitor e learning hence it allows an in-depth understanding of the
usage and how well the content is being responded to by users.
Review
Articuclate is a useful tool as it has an intuitive user interface and logical way to create advanced
interactions. User interface is quite similar to that of Microsoft Office PowerPoint so users feel
comfortable with the software quickly. There is a strong community exists where questions or problems
can be answered by the community members quite soon. The pictured characters have flexible settings
and there is free form and drag-n-drop questions. Also it provides software simulation as well as variables
and triggers. Free mobile app for viewing content on iPads and Android devices.
However it has some disadvantages such as a High price, its not compatible with other similar products,
there is no feature to publishing to video, there is no opportunity to add a video narration, there is no
content adaptation for mobile devices and there is no Conversation Simulation tool.
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

Cost

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

is there a free version?

Spanish

There's an app for android phone
or tablet

Does the free version give full
functionality?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Is it add-free?

French

Runs on browser (Firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Maintainability & Openness

Can it be installed, learned and
used within one hour?

Security and Privacy

Is it open resource?

Manuals/ Video tutorials exist?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Reliability

Origin

Acceptable level of data privacy
observed

Runs smoothly, without crashing
or undue delays

Is it a European project?
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Tool: Edmodo
www.edmodo.com
Rating:
Edmodo is a strong communication platform which offers communication, collaboration, and coaching
tools to primary and secondary schools and teachers. Its network enables teachers to share content,
distribute quizzes, assignments, and manage communication with students, colleagues, and parents. In
2013, Edmodo was included in the list of "The Top Apps for Teachers" by PC Magazine.
Usage
Edmodo is a great way to drive communication inside and outside the classroom. It is an important tool
that can be used to remind students of assignments, to develop online etiquette and also to create
quizzes, discussion board, and to share content via videos or websites. It encompasses all the important
elements of online communication in an educational environment.
Students use the group code they obtain from a teacher to set up accounts and connect with additional
teachers. In the typical social media style, they can write posts (which are visible to the entire class or
just the teacher) that include embedded media, links, and images. Teachers can see whatever is posted
and can choose to moderate posts or put students on read-only mode. Edmodo is free for both teachers
and students. Edmodo is an online platform that is really easy to access, you can use a web browser to
use it or by using their mobile applications. It requires Internet connectivity in order to work. The
output of this tool is a platform for collaboration and communication which will increase the students
and teacher engagement
Review
Edmodo is a full-featured social network designed for the educational environment. It has the look of
Facebook, which grabs students' interest, but it also has controls in place to help protect their privacy
and promote positive interactions among students and teachers. Pluses: Students can only create
accounts with a teacher's permission, and teachers have access to manage student privileges. Students
will like being able to post text, images, and links, and embed videos and other multimedia content.
Edmodo is used in more than 300,000 schools by 47 million teachers and students.(US)
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

c
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Tool: Coursera
www.coursera.org
Rating:
Coursera has a diverse and large collection of massive open online courses (MOOCS) from prestigious
universities. It offers courses on an international basis and allow students to collaborate with a global
community.
Usage
Students can take advantage of the wide variety of courses and learn about different subjects including
physics, engineering, humanities, medicine, biology, social sciences, mathematics, business, computer
science, digital marketing, data science and more. Meanwhile, educators can track their students'
progress through a web shot and the monitoring of keystrokes while completing the online tasks. Some
of the MOOCS offered by Coursera are free but students have to pay a fee in order to enrol in other
courses. In some cases, students receive a certificate that proves that they took the course successfully
and they can even share it via Linkedin. In addition, Coursera offers a special program for those students
who cannot afford a course. Students selected for this program are given the chance to earn a Course
Certificate at no cost. Students need to login in order to join a course (they can both create one or use
their Facebook account if they already have one). Coursera runs on browser and it has apps for mobile
devices. Being this way, users have access to its courses from anywhere as long as an internet
connection is available. Coursera offers a wide catalogue of massive open online courses for students
who seek inexpensive adult education. It covers a huge variety of subjects and it can help its users to
develop new skills.
Review
I just finished the nutrition 101 course from University of San Francisco. The professor Katie Ferrero
did a wonderful job using coursea. I understand that there were over 20,000 students taking the class
from a few hundred countries. And I’m very grateful to have this free source of knowledge. My only
regret is that all older windows XP computers with Internet Explorer eight and below won’t work with
these courses. I think it will exclude a large number of people.
Patricia Smith Ed Shelf review. https://edshelf.com/tool/coursera/
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available at
extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

106

Tool: Nimble author
www.elearning247.com/nimble
Rating:
Nimble author is a course creation tool and a Learning Management System. It makes building
engaging online learning and assessments remarkably straight-forward.
Usage
Per the website Nimble Author stands out and is used for a number of reasons such as:
• No technical skills needed
• Cloud software means no installation or download required
• Create courses directly from our website
• Publish your courses to SCORM 1.2 in seconds
• Build courses collaboratively
• Add your own logo and colour scheme easily
• Royalty-free image library or upload your own
• Integrated assessment at the end of each course
• Courses are desktop, laptop and iPad/tablet friendly
• Option to add nimble®LMS to enrol students and track results (PAYG LMS included)
Nimble is free to try for an unlimited period. The only limitation is that you need to purchase a
licence when you have to export your SCORM course, or enrol learners on nimble LMS.The cost of
the annual licence is aproxiamtely $850.00 (€765). However, you may have a 50% discount
available for charities and schools. Additional licences can be purchased for £650.00 (€578).
Review
This tool is quite simple to use and works well with a variety of LMS systems however it is
recommended that you use it with the elearning247 LMS (the creator of the Nimble Author) Also
adding pages and editing them is relatively straight forward and simple. When you edit a template
page or start with a blank one, you have the flexibility of adding different content types by clicking
an Add button and moving objects around after clicking a Drag button also it allows you to add an
Assessment at the end of the created lessons.
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays
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Tool: Edx
www.edx.org
Rating:

Audit 2016

Edx- provides free online courses from the world’s best universities and institutions. It hosts online
university -level courses in a wide range of disciplines to a worldwide student body, including some
courses at no charge. It also conducts research into learning based on how people use its platform.
Each learning sequence is composed of short videos interspersed with interactive learning exercises,
where students can practice from the videos. The courses often include tutorial videos that are
similar to small on campus discussion groups, on line textbook, and an online discussion forum
where students can post and review questions and comments to each other and teaching assistants.
Also EdX learner's Guide also includes good information about creating an account and the edX
DEmo course.
Usage
To explore edX courses, you can sign an account on the eds website: www.edx.org .These sites are
visually and functionally similar, but the their purposes & content are different. Edx offers the
opportunity to learn from the best instructors from more than 70 global universities and institutions:
through streaming class videos via Wi-Fi or cellular connection; views course announcements and
handouts; follow along course videos with closed captions and also participate scheduled tutorials.
Review
“Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and the University of California,
Berkeley, are just some of the schools that you have at your fingertips with EdX. Through massive
open online courses (MOOCs) from the world's best universities, you can develop your knowledge
in literature, math, history, food and nutrition, and more. Highly-regarded experts in the field teach
these online classes. Using their findings, edX is able to provide students with the best and most
effective courses, constantly enhancing the student experience”.- Coursetalk Review
Tool Evaluation
Languages Available

Accessibility & Compatibility

English

There's an app for iPhone or iPad

Cost

Spanish

There's an app for android phone or
tablet

is there a free version?

Polish

There's an app for Windows phone

Does the free version give
full functionality?

French

Runs on browser (firefox, chrome,
internet explorer, safari)

Is it add-free?

Usability

Runs without access to the internet

Premium version available
at extra cost?

Can it be installed, learned
and used within one hour?

Maintainability & openness

Security & privacy

Manuals/ Video tutorials
exist?

Is it open source?

Acceptable level of security
observed

Origin

Reliability

Acceptable level of data
privacy observed

Is it a European product?

Runs smoothly, without crashing or
undue delays

